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N ational and Private 
ADVANTAGES 

E "OF ZE. - 
FRICAN TRADE 


| BEING'AN me - he 
ENOULIRY. 
How far it concerns the ee) 
RADING INTEREST of Great Britain, 
Effectually to Support and Maintain By 

The FORTS and SETTLEMENTS 

. in AFRICA; 
BELONGING To Tu: 
OYAL AFRICAN COMPANY 
Sf ENGL AND + 


Shewing alſo 


bat Support and Encouragement the Dutch and the French give ts 
their R African Companies; and that nothing leſs than 
30,000 /. per Annum, granted by Parliament to the preſent Com- 
dany, for a Term of Years certain can enable them to ſupport a 
Competition wwith our Rivals in that Trade: with a Propoſition 
to render the Intereſt of private Traders, and that of the Compa- 
ny mutually beneficial to each other. | 


lith a new and correct MAP of the Coaſt of AFRIC 4, and all 
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the European Settlements. 


umbly inſeribed to the R. Hon®*, He NRY PE LHAM, Eſq; 
Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of his Majeſty's Treaſury, and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. | 
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07 the National and Private Advan- 
tages of the Trade to Africa, Page 1 


CHAP. IL 


A ſhort View of the Affican'S; rade; ſhew= 


ing, That its future Security and Pre- 
ſervation, as well as its firſt Eftabliſhment, 
muſt depend upon the Forts, Caſtles, and 
Factories belonging to the Royal African 


1 
* 


a 


VT 

De Forts and Settlements in Africa, and 
| thoſe under the Government of a Trading 
Company, are abſolutely neceſſary to pre- 

erde our Trade to Africa; with an An- 
ſer to all Objeftions,, . P. 40 


CHAP. IV. 


| Of the Parliamentary Allowance that may 


be neceſſary to the African Company for 
the effettual Support and Maintenance of 


the Forts and Settlements in Africa, p. 57 
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African Company, and of the 2 of 
- their Ports and Sertlements in Africa, 
| p. 101 


CHAP. vn. 


That the Parli amentary Aid for the du 
Support f tbe Royal African Company 
cannot be leſs than 30,0001. per Annum; 
and that to be Gawd, to the by 
Act of Parliament, for the Term of 
Fourteen Years, out of the Sinking 
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Page 23, line 10. for Ports, read — p. 72. I. 4, 
for Three. per Cent. read Two, p. 82. |. 12. for 
what T; _ read what future Treatment, 


THE. 


ADVANTAG ES 


OF THE 


AFRICAN T RADE. 


Of the National and private Ad- 
mutagen of the Trade to Africa. 


commerical Intereſts of theſe King- 


TY py opproved Judges of the 


doms have ever been of Opinion, 
that our Weſt-India and African Trades are 


the moſt nationally beneficial of any _ 


carry on. It is alſo allowed on all Hands, 
chat the Trade to Africa is the Branch 
which renders our American Colonies and 
Plantations fo advantagious to Great-Bri- 
lain; that Traffic only affording our Plan- 
{ers a conſtant Su PP of Negroe-Servants 
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(2) 
for the Culture of their Lands in the Pro- 
African duce of Sugars, Tobacco, Rice, Rum, Ci. 
Trade a- fon, Fuſticł, Pimento, and all other our by 


lone ſu 
5 os = Plantation-Produce : So that the extenſive 


Colonies Employment of our Shipping in, to, and fo 
wie from America, the great Brood of Seamen 2 
Sugars, conſequent thereupon, and the daily Bread 1 
* of the moſt conſiderable Part of our Bri. : : 
don, He. tiſh Manufacturers, are owing primarily to * 


&c the Labour of Negros; who, as they 
were the firſt happy - Inſtruments of raif. 
ing our Plantations ; fo their Labour only 
can ſupport and preſerve them, and render 
them ſtill more and more profitable to their 
Mother-Kingdom. 

The Negree-Trade therefore, and the 

natural Conſequences reſulting from it, 

may be juſtly eſteemed an inexhauſtibl 

Fund of Wealth and Naval Power to this 
Nation. And by the Overplus of Negrm: 
above what have ſerved our own Plantz- 
tions, we have drawn likewiſe no incon- 
ſiderable Quantities of Treaſure from the 
Spaniards, who are ſettled on the Conti 

| Africa ment of America; not only for Negri 
. — furniſhed them from Jamaica, but by the 

. 1#/-In- late Afſiento Contract with the Crown dt 

Lern Spain; Which may probably again be te: 

"5+ vived, upon a Peace being concluded with 

that Kingdom, 


What 


Markets, to no little Advantage both to 


be faid to be, as it were, all Profit to the 


your, and is apparently attended with ſach 


ho other Branch whatever of our foreign 


OSS .. > WS 7 EET. - 


| Planting by Negroe-Servants, they will 


73% 


What renders the Negroe-Trade till 
more. eſtimable and important, is, that 
near Nine-tenths of thoſe Negroes are paid 
for in Africa with . Britiſh Produce and 
Manufattures only; and the Remain- 
der with Eafi-India Commodities. We We ſ fend. 
ſend no Specie or Bullion to pay for the de Bbg 
— of Africa, but, tis certain, we 0 Africa, 
bring from thence very Jarge Quantities of S nog 
Gold; and not only that but Ha and thence. 
kury ; the one ſerves for a foreign Export 
without the leaſt Detriment to our own 
product; the other is manufactured at 


Home, and afterwards carried to foreign 


the Nation and the Traders. From which 
Facts, the Trade to Africa may very truly 


Nation; the dire Trade thither affords a 
onſiderable national Ballance in our Fa- 


Series of advantagious Conſequences, that 


raffic admits of. 
And it may be worth Etideration; 
hat while our Plantations depend only on 


either depopulate our own Country, be- 
ome independent of her Dominion, or 
ny way interfere with the Intereſts of the 
8 2 _ Eritifh 


Negroes Britiſh Manufaflurer, Merchant; or Laid. W 
—_— ed Gentleman: Whereas were we under ha 
Depen- the Neceſſity of ſupplying our Colo. Ml 
dar Gele- nies with 7//Þite-Men ' inſtead of Black, I w 
nies in they could not fail being in a Capacity WW hr 
2 to interfere with the Manufactures of this an 
| Nation, in Time to ſhake off their De. Nc 
pendency thereon, and prove as injurious IM tic 

to the Landed, and Trading- Intereſs u tia 

ever they have hitherts been beneficial. da 

Many are prepoſſeſſed againſt this Trade, T. 

thinking it 4 barbarous, inhuman, and in-. no 
lawful Traffic for 2 Chriſtian Country I for 

Trade in Blacks; to which I would by p 

leave to obſerve ; that though the alk of 
Appellation of Siaves is annexed to thi ter 
Trade, it being called by ſome the Shu. ler 
Trade, yet it Bas not appear from the belt I He 
Enquiry I have been able to make, that iſ cer 

the State of thoſe People is changed for i Lal 

the worſe, by being Servants to our In. I wi 

tifh Planters in America they are ce. | hay 

tainly treated with great Lenity and Hu or 
manity : And as the Improvement of tel 1 
Planter's Eſtates depends upon due C pre! 

being taken of their Healths and Lives, Br 

cannot but think their Condition is mud gro. 
bettered to what it was in their own Cour Van 

try. Pen 

Nag: 5 Beſides, the Negroe-Princes in Aﬀria [ure 
able. tis well known, are in propernal Wa do. 


tifiable. 


4 


witl 


(5) 


with each other ; and 458 before they 
had. this Method of diſpoſing of their Pris 
ſoners of War to Chriſtian Merchants, they 
were wont not only to be applied to in- 
human Sacrifices, but to extream Torture 
and Barbarity, their Tran ſplantation muſt 
certainly be a Melioration of their Condi- 
tion; provided living in a civilized Chriſ- 
tian Country, is better than living 
Savages: Nay, if Life be — to 
Torment and cruel Death, their State can- 
not, with any Colour of Reaſon, be 1 
ſumed to be worſted. 

But I never heard it ſaid that the Lives 
of Negroes in the Servitude of our Plan- 
ters were leſs tolerable than thoſe of Col- 
hers and Miners in all Chriſtian Countries. 
However, while our Rivals in Trade re- 


| ceive great national Emolument by the 


Labour of theſe People, this Objection 
will be of little Weight with thoſe who 


have the Intereſt of their Country at Heart; 


or indeed the Welfare of the Negroes. 
But to reſume the Subject. As the 
preſent Proſperity and Splendor of the 
Britiſh Colonies have been owing to Ne- 
groe-Labour ; ſo not only their future Ad- 
vancement, but even their very Being de- 
pends upon our purſuing the ſame Mea- 


8 this Nee as Our Competitors 
do. | 


| That 
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(6) 
That our Colonies are capable of very V 
great Improvements, by the proper Ap. Im 
plication of the Labour of Blacks, ha MW 
been urged by the moſt experienced Judges {WM 
of Commerce. And if it be good Policy {u 
to purchaſe as little from, and ſell as much MW! 
to foreign Nations of our own Produce MW 
and Manufactures, tis certainly very un- MP! 
Negroes wiſe and impolitic in us not to encourage O 
* our Plantations to the extent they are caps- 
well as ble of; in order to ſupply ourſelves at leaſt MW" 
4 from thence with what we can't do with- by 
Planta- out; and take from other Nations ſuch 
ons. Eſſentials only, as neither our own Coun- 
try, or our Plantations will aftord us. 
From (theſe Conſiderations it has been 
wiſely propoſed to extend the Planting of 
Coffee, Cocoa, Indigo, Cochneal, Logwnd, 
Hemp, Flax, Naval Stores, and making 
of Potaſh, and variety of other Product; 
which thoſe Lands admit of. Whereb), 
inſtead of being under the diladvantagiou 
Neceflity of purchaſing ſuch valuable and 
Efeds of uſeful Merchandize of other Nations, we 
improving might eafily become capable, not only dt 
ics. ſupplying ourſelves, but exporting to other 
conſiderable Quantities of our Plantation 
Produce. This would turn the ballance d 
Trade in our Favour, with Countries whett 
tis now againſt us; and enable our Cole 


nies to encreaſe their demand for Brit 


Manu- 


(7) | 
Manufactures, in Proportion to our De- 
nand for their Produce. ha , 
But all Improvements propoſed to be 
made in our Plantations, have always pre- 
ſuppoſed the Well-Being and Proſperity of 
our African-Trade ; to the End. that they 
might not be deſtitute of a conſtant Sup-Improve- 
ply of Negroes for thoſe Purpoſes : With. 
out which, inſtead of Improvement, no- nies al- 
thing but Diſtreſs and Poverty could enſue ws ſup- 
in all the Byitiſh Colonies, while France, well being 
by wiſer Meaſures, would render their Co- of the A 
lonies ſtill more opulent, and conſequently Tide. 
more formidable Nurſery of Naval _ 
Power. . | Ce io 
And however mean an Idea ſome may 
entertain of the- Advantages ariſing from 
the direct Trade to Africa, it can proceed 
from nothing but want of being duly ac- 
quainted therewith, Was all the Gold that 
3s, or eaſily might have been brought 
from thence, coined at the Tower, with 
tome Impreſſion to diſtinguiſh it from all 
ther Gold, as was formerly done, we 
hould ſoon be ſenſible, that we need be 
bttle beholding to any other Nation for Benefits of 
pat valuable Metal; for were we to extend <9 
pur Commerce into Africa, to the Pitch 4/7ica. 
| will admit of, we muſt certainly export 
Puther, of the Britiſo Produce and Ma- 
BIR : nufacture, 
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(T7 
nufacture, conſiderably more than we do 
to any one Country in the whole World. 

The Continent of Africa is of preat 
Magnitude, the Country extremely popy. 
lous, and the Trade and Navigation now 
well known, eaſy, and not hazardous, A 
the Natives in general ſtand in great Need 


of European Commodities, ſo they hay] 


Returs valuable Returns to make us; and ſuch 
from A too, that do in no reſpect interfere either 


rica not 


mere.» With the Produce and Manufactures of thek 


with Bi. Kingdoms, or her American Plantations; 


22 f 1 
Plantation Which ought never to be forgot, it being 


Produce. the State of no other Branch of Trade car. 
ried on by the whole Br:#:/þ Empire. 

To what a Degree this Country abounds 

in Gold, we have not only the Teſtimony 

of the Portugueſe, the Dutch, and the 

French, who have Settlements on the Con- 

tinent of Africa as well as we, but we 

have numberleſs living Witneſſes now + 

mong our own Nation, and the Vouchen 

of the moſt authentic Hiſtorians ; whok 

The Accounts, one would imagine, ſhould rouz 

* ot and animate us to puſh this Traffic to tht 

Vie utmoſt Degree and Profit we are capable: 

For at preſent it is but in its Infancy, which 

is no leſs true than extraordinary, notwitt 

ſtanding we have been in Poſſeſſion of th 

Trade ever fince the Reign of Queen „ 

| —- Zabel 


Ss 4 cc c a>. © moe 


| Spaniſh Weſt-Indies. 
As 


„ 

wabeth. But the Reaſon hereof will ap- 

pear through the Courſe of theſe Papers. 
There are no Countries in the World, 

fays the celebrated Hiſtorian, Leo Ajrica- 


mus, richer in Gold and Silver, than the 


Kingdoms in Africa; as thoſe of Man- 
dingo, Ethiopia, Congo, Angola, Butua, 
9uiticur, Monomotapa, Cafati, and Mebe- 
nemugi. 


Africa, Europeans may traffic with the 
bordering People of Guinea, and Libia; 
and get into their Hands the Gold of Man- 


| dingo, and its adjacent Territories ; among 


which are thoſe of the King of Congo, 
whoſe Kingdom is one of the moſt flour- 
iſhing and plentiful Countries in Etbicpis. 

From this Country we might alſo eaſily 


have Communication with that of Prete- 


fanny, which abounds with Elepba 


nts, and 


ſuch Proviſions and Neceſſaries as would 


give ſingular Eaſe and Conveniency to 
facilitate ſuch Intercourſes of Commerce. 


Upon the Confines of the Kingdom of 
Congo lies Angola, with the King of which 
| Paulo Dias, a Portugueſe Captain waged 


War; the principal Reaſon whereof, was, 


certain Silver Mines that the C aptain di- 
covered in the Mountains of Cambabe, no 


way inferior to thoſe of Petcgi, in the 


By the means of Settlements of 
ſtrength, adds he, upom the Continent of _ 
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5 „„ 
The fame Hiſtorian, ſpeaking of the 
River Gambia *, obſerves, that by the Ex. 
change of European Merchandize with the 
Natives, we may eafily draw to us the 
Gold of all thoſe Countries: And about 
ninety Leagues up this River, there is x 
Place called the and of Elephants, in Re- 
gard to the prodigious Number of thoſe 
Creatures; which alſo affords a very advan- 
tagious Branch of Traffic. i 


But it would be endleſs to tranſcribe al 


the Paſſages in this Hiſtorian, relating to 
the rich Mines both of Gold and 9 


wherewith the Africans abound ; and hoy 


eaſy a Matter it is for Europeans to cam 


on a very extenſive and very beneficial 


Commerce with thoſe People. 
Ghana, or Guinea, ſays another eminent 
Hiſtorian , is the greateſt City in all the 


Countries of Negroland, the moſt populous 
-and the moſt abounding with Merchandize: 


And not only very wealthy Merchants tra- 


vel thither from all the neighbouring Parts 


* The Rozol African Company of E wland have IA ME. 


ForrT and ISLAND, in the River Gambia, on the North 


Coaſt; with various Factories, many Leagues up the Rive, 
formerly mounted go, now 31 Great Guns, contains all 
Small Arms and Stores, ſeveral Warehouſes for Merchandizt, 


and a Negroe houſe for 200 Negres, and Apartments for thc 
Governor, Factors, Writers, Officers, Artificers, Soldiers, and 


- Caſile-Slawes. 


+ Vide Geographia Nubienſes Sc a Gabreels 8 tonita Sy 
acarum & Arabicarum Literarum Profeſſore, 1619. p. 10 
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( 11 ) 

but alſo from the moſt remote Corners of 
the Weſt. This Country borders upon the 
Land of Vancarm very famous tor! the 
Plenty and Excellency of its Gala- Mines. Gold 
The King hath a grand Palace near 0% e of 
Banks of the Niger ; and a Maſs of -Gald 7 
therein of Thirty Pounds Weight, as it 
was: naturally produced in the Mines; but 
"W what is exraordinary, is, that this Maſs of 
Cold is completely pure and malleable, 
| without being at all Smelted by the ordi- 
u nary Arts of Refining and Separation: It is 
kh alſo ſo extremely fine and ſoſt, as naturally 
f ptoduced, to admit of being hammered out 
as a ſpacious Cahopy for the Prince's Royal 
, Throne: To ſo great Perfection hatli Na- 
ture brought Geld One in Wing Parts of 

Had 1 15 did, 371 
A modern Hiſtorian'*, whoſ-Gredit. 1 
: never heard impeached, hath alſd 'confirm- 
d che great Treaſures: in this Part; of the 
World, and hath deſcended to a very mi- 
"WH nite Specification of * Sap arora 
ach Mines. 
ITbe gennefl Ft wh the Hanks, lays our 
Author, where the Ames - ard, produces 
bal in ſuch Flenty, that it is quite unne- 
5 e to dig view it; ais Adediul FIR to 
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( 12} 
rake the Superficies of the Earth, and 
waſh it in a Bowl, to come at the Gull. 
Duſt, and very often Pieces of Gold af 

pretty good Weight *, Sc. The 
Earth, fays he again, which produces it 
is not very hard, or difficult to dig; it i 
generally of the clayey Kind, of various 
Colours, and mixed with ſome ſandy Kind 
of Ore ; ſo that Ten Men in Africa may 
do more Work generally than Two Hun- 
dred can in the richeſt Mines of Peru. 

The Negroes, proceeds he, are totally 
ignorant of the peculiar Nature of Lands 
that yield Gold; they have no Art or Me- 
thods of judging which do, or do not af 
ford that Metal: They have a general Ide, 
that there is Plenty of Gold- Mines almoſt 
every where, and the dryer the Earth is 
and more unkindly in the Production of 
Vegetables, the more Reaſon they imagine 
there is to believe ſuch Places yield Gold: 
Wherefore They ſcratch and dig almoſt 
every where indiſcriminately; and whe 
by their rambling Searches they happen to 
Method of diſcover Plenty in one Place, they continue 
e ee to work there ſo long only as a Diminu- 
"ke Geld. tion of the firſt Plenty does not diſcon- 
Mines. tinue, and this without any Workman-like 
Skill in ſinking any Depth, or diſcovering 
* Nouvelle Relation de L' Afrique occidentale, e Fant 
Jean Boptife Liber Vol, 15 5. 39. wy f fer ty 

EE ooo 1 


DDS 22 


After this general Account of the 38 


'F Tabat, Vol. IV. p 46, 47. 78 Þ 


iS «© © 
the Courſe of the Vein: And ſo ſoon-ag 
the Mine remarkably diminiſhes from its 
firſt Plenty, they immediately forfake that 
Place, and go in Queſt of a freſh one, 


| without ſearching there any further“ . 


When they find the Mine rich, and that 
they can, without much Trouble, obtain 
a conſiderable Quantity of Gold, they ſome- 
times vouchſafe to remain digging at the 


fame Place, even fix, or perhaps ſeven 


Feet deep; but that Extent generally de- 
termines their Search; not becauſe the 
Mine ceaſes to be leſs plentiful (for they 
confeſs the deeper they ſink, the greater 
Quantity of Gold they find) but becauſe 


they have no Invention of Shafts, nor any 
other Knowledge in the Nature and Me- 


thods of Mineing, to prevent the Earth 
from falling in upon them +. 15775 


of Africa, our Author gives us a Detail of 


Variety of rich Mines; the Truth of 
which appears, by his Repreſentation, to be 
well atteſted. As 1. A Gold and Silver 


Mine at Fourguarenne. 2. Another at 


 Sambanoura, where, he ſays, the Negroes 
find Gold only by meer - waſhing of the 


Earth, without digging at all; they only 


* Nouvelle Relation de L Afrique occidentale, par le Pere 
Jean Baptiſte Labat, Vol. IV. p. 40, 41. 
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E |- (14) 
q! cake it together with their Hands from the 
Surface of the Earth. 3. A Mine at $. if * 
 golle, where alſo they ſind Gold upon the if © 
Surface of the Earth, by ſimple waſhing if | 
Gold of it, without ſinking at all. This God, 
8 extremely pure, and very ealy of Fufi. Wl ©. 
bility It may be preſumed, he fays, tht f 
thoſe metallic Earths would afford confide- WM * 
rably more Gold than what is found upon 4 
the bare Superficies. 4. Guinguia-Faramt n 
is a Place, quite ſowed, as it were, with e 
Gold-Mines ; ; where, take the Earth almoſt MW © 
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| indifferently, and ' waſh it, you will find , 
b Gold, which melts with great Eaſe*, Ml © 
| What indicates the Riches of the Land c 
fi hits ſtill more, is, that the very Rivulet IM : 
bi of Water that ariſe from it, and run in : 
Þ the River Palleme, carry with them p | 
if : much Gold, that the neighbouring Negri, WM © 
ſ when the Mines ate not waſhed by the 5 
| Permiſſion of their Prince, come to thek 

| Of Rivu- Rivulets, and employ themſelves with o 
l lr from waſhing the Sand, and find there an- 8 
Þ ſiderable Quantities of Gold, Nor is this 1 


practice forbid them: And if the Negra 
were not ſo indolent, they might greatly f 
1 enrich themſelves, even ne this peddling W 
= | WET... vi The Mountains about Guin- 

bi guia- Far aranna are of a ſoft Earth, ene 


Non Pe p 47. + Dias, P. 47. 48. 


gy 


(Ts) 
with Gold Sand, which yields well in fine 
| Gold 3, as allo there are golden Marchaſites, 
which have proved of conſiderable Value . 
The Mines alſo at Nigſanbona are very 

rich, and eaſy to be work d; but this Ore 
ſhould be pounded, and ſmelted. This 
requiring more Art in Refining than the 
Negroes are Maſters of, it would be eaſy 
to get Poſſeſſion thereof 4. 6. The moſt 
conſiderable Mine that is at preſent open, 
and which the Negroes work with more 
Care, is that between the Village of Tamba- 
cuura and Nettico about thirty Leagues Eaſt Gold 
of the River Faleme, in the Center of the >< 
Country of Bambouco, This is ſurpriſingly 
rich, and produces a very fine Gd: and 
for fifteen or twenty Leagues round about 
here is ſo great Plenty of Mines, that 
cannot be well repreſented on the Map, by 
eKeaſon that ſo great a Quantity would 
create Confuſion; it may be faid, with 
great Truth, that the Mines in this Place 
are ſuperior to all others in thoſe Parts of 
„„ | 

The Want of almoſt all the Conveni- 
| encies of Life here, have put the Negroes 
under the Neceſlity of working their Mines 
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* Labat, Vol. IV. p 47. 
Ditto, p. 50. 
Dit, p 5h, 


with 


Mines But they have opened another a little D- 


Negroes with ſomething of more Induſtry thay 
Jobs of is uſual amongſt them; They have ſunk 
European here even Ten Feet deep, which is very 
nes ot Extrabrdinary with Them, and a Matter 
Lif. of great Difficulty to accompliſh ; they 
wanting both Materials and Experience fo: a 
Matters of this Nature. 6 
They find however at this Depth C0 
in much greater Abundance than by mere. 
ly ſearching the Superficies of the Earth, Wit! 
or by a little ſhallow digging, as they do WP: 
in all other Places. It happens ſometime; IM 
that the Veins they meet with are mixd Net 
with a Kind of Sand, or ſome more con. 
gealed Earth ; and long Experience hath 
taught them to pound and waſh this Or 
gon. Uh ſeparate the Gold from it; which then 
-Srorine* they find very plentiful, and very pure, 
ing and But if they were well acquainted with the 
8 Arts of Smelting and Refining of Orr', 
Ores, they would produce conſiderably more: 
but they have no Knowledge thereof; 
nor have they ever yet come to the main Vein 
of any of tbeir Mines X. - | 
8. There are two Gold. Mines at Nay: 
That which is on the Brink of the Riva 
has been a long Time left off working, 


only becauſe it is ſubje& to be overfiowed 


Wl © yah fa, 


* Labat, Vol. IV. p 52. 


ſtance from this, upon the Right of the 
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\ River, which 1s-not liable to be overflow- 

T CF and therefore may be work'd at all 

T Times 15 : 3 20 1 ft 

9. About twenty Leagues above Cain- 1 

aura, to the left of the River, there is a — 11 
all. Mine in the Land of Tomane Maca- Ei] 

JI, which is very rich, and of a very pure 

„Metal. Tis very eaſy to work, and yet 


the Negroes have left it upon an idle Su- 
perſtition that prevails among them T. 
10. There are an infinite Number of 
other Places with evident Signatures of 
Mines of Gold. Among others, there are 
many about ſeventeen Leagues from the 
Mouth of the River Faleme in the Niger, 
which are no way inferior in Value to 
Ithoſe before- mentioned in the Mountains 
of Nettico and Tamba-oura t. 
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There are alſo as farge Quantities of gilt Petre 
+ a. Petre as can be deſired; a valuable in 45ica, 


Commodity at all Times. And there will 

Pe a wide difference in Point of Expence - 

pn bringing it from Africa rather than the 
aſt-Indies ||. _ | 


. ; ' N | 

It would be endleſs to produce Autho- 
„ties of the immenſe Treaſures wherewith 
Mica abounds, 1 cannot but think we 


CE Labat, Vol. IV: p. 3. + Ditto, p 94, 53 
Ditto, P- 55. | | h Ditto, P. 58. 
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(18 ) 
have a ſtanding Teſtimony thereof in thi 
Nation, without Need of having our Me. 
mories refreſh'd at this Time of Day, up 
on the Occaſion : 1 mean that of a ce. 
tain Piece of Gold Coin, that has been long 
current in this Kingdom, called a Gi, 
2 Denomination derived from the Gl 
Dogs of a from that Coaſt, That Trat 
3 Ar which once ſupply'd us with the Bulk d 
rica Our Gold before the Brazil Mines were dil 
Trade. cover'd, would-amply ſupply us at preſent; 
and that to a far greater Profit, both to 
the Nation and Adventurers, than either 
the Spaniſh Weſft-India, or the Bra. 
Trades do in Times of Peace, 

Beſides; theſe latter Branches of Trade 
are loaded with the heavy Impoſition and 
and Incumbrance of Hadultoes in Spa 
and Portugal, both on the Oe and of 
the Returns; whereas the Trade to Aria 
is exempt from all ſuch Kind of Clog 

and is free and open to every Subject d 
Heier Great Britain: Nor is this Trade liabtÞ 
* to thoſe Hazards and Interruptions the 
© the other Branches are from the Crowns d 
8 ain and Portugal, upon any Rupture a 
Miſunderſtanding with thoſe Potentates; 
and which too many of our Merchand 

have not long fince fatally experienced. 
As the Trading World is at preſent ci. 


cumſtanced, and Commerce liable ” 1 


(19) 
ceflant Fluctuation and Interruption, to the 
great Injury of our Merchants and Manu- 
1furers, as well as a Detriment to the Pub- 
lic Revenue ; and as we, at this Criſis, re- 
markably experience, that our Dependence 
WW muſt be upon our own naval and military 

Power, however readily and chearfully we 
have intereſted our ſelves in the Safety of 
other Nations, does it not behove this King- 
dom vigorouſly to apply herſelf to become 
as independent, as it were, in Traffic, as 
She is by Nature in Situation? Our African 
and Plantation- Trades may not improperly 
be called our own Foreigu-Jrades; and no 
Meaſures, perhaps, that this Kingdom. can 
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purſue, will render us leſs dependent in „ 
Trade upon other Nations, both in Times 2” , 


of Peace and War, than extending to the Plancation 
utmoſt thoſe our own moſt valuable and Tes. 


important Branches of Traffic. 
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CH A P. 11. 


A \ ShortView 4 the African Trade; 

Shewing, That its ſuture Nan 
rity and Preſervation, as well 
as its firſt Eſtabliſhment, muſt 


= IJ __— + a 2 . 8 


1 

F 

depend upon the Forts, Caſtlez 
ö 


8 
= Þ> |. and Factories belonging to the MW, 
> S | Rojol 2 1 
bg > fo African en 

VU! 

_ 7 [+ & þ HE Portugueſe being once the moſt M8 5 

881 
= 8 conſiderable Navigators in Euro, Ne. 
= were the firſt Diſcoverers of the Coaſt of MF © 
Africa; ſoon experiencing that no Com- P. 
merce could be ſecurely carry d on with Wi * 
Portugue/e the Natives, but by the Means of Settl- P. 
m_—_ ments of Strength being erected upon the ¶ ſo 
the Coaſt Continent, to awe the Natives to Fidelity WM f 
of Africa. jn their Traffic and Alliances with them, th 
they accordingly built one Fort on the Iſland E- 
of Arguin on the North Coaſt ; anoth fot 
called St. George Del Mina on the Gull an 
Coaf, as alſo a Third at Luango St. Paul's Pr 
on the Coaſt of Angola, to the Southward > 
an 


of the Equinoctial. 
By the Strength and Authority of the MW Ca 
Settlements they eſtabliſh'd and claim'd 1 

1 on 


(21) 
only a Right to all the Lands and Coun- 


tries within the Limits of the before- men- 
tioned Places, but ſeized and confiſcated all Seized and 
Ships of other Nations, when they met conf- 


ted 
with them trading on-any Part of thoſe Shi os of 
Coaſts. Ae all other 
Nations. 


Theſe Settlements of the Portugneſe ani- 
mated ſome Merchants of the City of Lon- 
am to attempt this Commerce; but the pig At. 


Engliſh, as yet, having no Forts there, tempis of 


ondon 


ſuch Voyages were undertaken at the Haz: — 
ard of the Loſs of Ships and Cargo by the to trade to 


Portugueſe, without Hope of Redrefs. a 8 


But England engaging in a War with 


| Spain and Portugal, and our Merchants 


envying the Portugueſe the ſole Enjoyment: 
of the Trade to Africa, created a Com- 
pany for the better diſcovering,” and RE > 
rying on a Trade from the moſt northern 
Part of the River Senegal, to the moſt 
ſouthward Part of the River Gambia; and 


| for their Encouragement to bear them 


through in ſo hazardous and expenſive an 
Enterprize, they were granted by Authority pig fa 
for a Term of Years the ſole Trade in, to, corpora- 


and from thoſe Countries and Rivers; with "i tion = 


Prohibition to all other the Subjects of Merchants 


England from trafficking to any of ee urs 


fame Places, on Forfeiture of Ship and . 
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(22) 
a the Reigns of James and Charles the 
Firſt, and _—_ the Uſurpation, a few 
Perſons were encouraged by Authority like- 
wile to trade to other Parts of __ But 
from the Experience of what their Prede- 
ceſſors had ſuffered, they judg'd it too haz- 
ardous to engage without Forts and vetthe- 
ments of Strength being erected in Africa, 
to protect them as well from the Inſults of 
the Natives as their Competitors. 
3 Whereupon they wiſely erected one Fort 
$:# Forts at a Place called Cormantine, on the Goll. 
of the Coaſt, another on the River Gambia, on the 
2 m North Coaſt. Theſe were the only Places 
of Strength che Engliſh poſleſs'd at the 
Reſtoration. . 

The States-General of the United Pre 
vinces obſerving the Efforts: made by the 
Engliſh to obtain a Share in the Trade to 
Africa with the Portugueſe, made the like 
Attempt ; and in 1621, eſtabliſh'd a Com- 
pany for that Purpoſe, called the 7//?-Indis 

Company: And to the End that They might 
Due be upon a Footing with the other Powers, 


—_ granted them all the Lands and Countries 


he Trade 
to 4frics which they could poſſeſs themſelves of in 


by an ©- Africa, from the Tropick of Cancer to the 
Company. Cape of Good-Hope ; as alſo in America, 
tom the molt ſouthern Part of Newfound- 

land to the Streights of Magellan and Ls 


Maire on the Faſt Side; and lkewile — 
thole 


8 
thoſe Streights to thoſe of Annian on the 
Weſt, together with the ſole Right of Tra- 
ding to all thoſe Countries; with abſolute 
Prohibition to all other their Subjects from 
trading thither, under the ſevereſt Penalties. 

80 ſucceſsful were the Dutch in this 
Commerce, that in 1637, they poſſeſs' d 
themſelves of the ſtrong Fortreſs of St. 
George del Mina on the Gold-Coaft; and 
ſoon after of all the other Portugueſe Ports Progreſs 
and Settlements on that Coaſt; which Places „Le 1 
were afterwards added to them by the Treaty Africa. 
of 1641, between the Srates-General and 
the Crown of Portugal. oF: 

By Virtue of this Treaty the Dutch Neft. 
India Company claim'd the ſole Right to all 
the Lands and Countries in Africa, from 
| Cape Palmas to Cape Lopez, comprehend- 
ing the Gold Coaft and Whydah. 
And although the Engliſb had erected 
a Fort at Cormantine, and ſettled Fackories 
at various other Places on the Go/d-Coaft 
before the Dutch had made thoſe Con- 
queſts, and had a prior Right to a free Inſults of 
Trade, at all Places on the fame Coaſt, not e He 
Fin their Poſſeſſion ; notwithſtanding this, rea- 
the Dutch Weſt India Company always kept Comp 
Cruizers on the Coaſt to interrupt the Trade 
of the Engh/h with the Natives, and to 
leize their Ships and Cargoes, and carry 
them to St. George Del Mina ; and this not 
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Downing, who was Envoy Extraordinan 


(24 ) 


only near the Dutch Company's Forts and 


Settlements, but at all other Places ſeveral 
hundred Leagues diſtant from them. 
_ To what a Degree the Dutch carty( 
their Inſults and Depredations at this Time 
upon our Merchants trading to Africa, i 
will be neceſſary to ſtate the Facis as inte. 
ſiſtible Evidence; for the Experience of 
paſt Times beſt ſhew what kind of Treat. 
ment our Merchants muſt expect in future 
provided our Forts and Settlements at pre- 
ſent in Africa, ſhould, by Neglect, fil 
into the Hands of any other Potentate. 
The Account I ſhall give, is an Extrad 
from a Diſcourſe publiſhed by Sir Ger: 


to the States-General upon this very Occa 
fion : The Liſt of Ships taken, Sir George 
fays, underwent the ſtricteſt Examination 
of Parliament, and was made out upon ſ 
clear and undeniable Proofs, that it ws 
impoſſible to add any thing, either to tix 
Solemnity of the Debate, or to the Weight 
of - Evidence *.: _. 

The Ship, St. Yoln Baptiſt, Emanul 
Hart, Commander, who had taken on 
board Negroes on the Coaſt of Guina⸗ 


” Vide A Reply of Sir George Downing, Bart. Enie 
Extraordinary from His Majeſty of Great-Britain, to the 
Remarks of the Deputies of the States General, 7, hy 
Memorial of December 20, 1664 O. S. Printed in 166, 


and 


(25} 
and bartered them for Sugars, and other 
- W Commodities, at Bauia in Brazil, was 
ſeized in his Return, in June, 1661, by a 
Zealand Man of War, called the Golden 
Part of Middleburgh, Cornelius Trumcap, 
Commander, belonging to the Dutch Afri- 
can Company. EE 
The Merchant's Delight, belonging to 
Yon Young, and Company of Engliſh Mer- 
chants, Jobn Bonner, Commander, having 
ſet fail from Dover, was ſeized near Cape The De- 
Corſo, in Guinea, about Auguſt, 1661, by ?*4ations 
a Ship called the Amſterdam, belonging to Duc on 
the Dutch African Company. _—_ 
| The Paragon, belonging to Bernard ders. 
Sparke, Fobn Cooke, and Company of Eng- 
160 E Jobn Bari ford, A 
laden at Exeter, and bound for Guinea, 
was ſeized, October 15, 1661, by two 
Ships belonging to the Dutch African 
Company; the one called the Amſterdammer, 
e Wot Anſterdam, Aaron Couzens, Commander, 
che other called the Arms of Amſterdam, 
Nicholas 'Yole, Commander. 

The Daniel, belonging to John Knight, 
Thomas Knight, Henry Oakes, and Company 
of Engliſh Merchants, commanded by the 
aid Henry Oakes ; ſet fail from London 
about May, 1661, from the Coaſt of 
*W Guinea ; was _ by the Ship 4n/ter- 

CDT TR dam, 


pany, Aaron Couzens, 


(26) 
dam, belonging to the 2 African Com: 


mmander. 
The Brotherhood, of London, belonging 

to Peter Cattticr, Bartholomew Canter: 

Abraham Canter, John B ever ly, and Com: 


pany of Engliſb Merchants, was ſeized on 


the Coaſt of Guinea in Pebruary, 1665 
by a Frigate, called, Gat, ox, Com. 
mander, and one Japbene, Commander of 
a Ship called the e.; both commiſſioned 
by the Dutch African Company, 

The Rappa Hanbech, belonging to Jon 
Jeffrys, and Company of Es wy Ai 


laden at London, bound for the Coaft of 
Guinea, was ſeized near Cape Lopez, about 


the 11th of September, 1656, - by two 
Dutch African Company's Ships ; the one 
the Mary, of Amſterdam, the other the 
Unicorn, of Middleburgh, Nein Serael, of 
Munekedam, Commander. 

The Sarab, belonging to Anne Leuelli, 
Adminiſtratriæ of Robert Lewellin Mer 
chant, Humpbry Beane and Company if 
Engliſh Merchants, Arthur Perkins, Con 
mander, was Get? on the Coaſt of Cum, 


Auguſt, 1656, near Cape Lopez, by two 


Dutch Ships, the Mary of Amſterdam, and 
the Unicorn of Mziddleburgh, commanded 
by the forementioned $ eral, of Muneke- 
dam. | 
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27) 
The Fortunes A to Conſtane Si. 
neſter, and Cunbon of Englih Merchants, 
as {ci zed abo bout 5 1656, near Cape 
ge, 01 Ca ſt of Guinea, by the ſaid 


* * 
S 21 * 


er an, and. the Unicorn of 


Commander. D 
The Hlacl B of Dis” belon ing 1 


Arnuld Breumes, and Company. of- 92275 
Merchants, Rapp. Hood, Commander, was 


ſeized April, 12. 1661 1 near to 7 pag | 


Furt, on the. £ baff of Guinea; by a Dutch 


| Ship, called the Grafenna ; + which came 


from the Dutch Caſtle of Del Mina, and 
carry d the laid Ship: 1 into that Fort. 
Ihe St. John, Cornelius Van: Ringen, 
Maſter, belonging to Vincent de la Barre, 
and Company , Hngliſb Merchants, bought 
by their Order, at Middleburgh, 1 16 4 
5 there laden to Callibar for Negroes, 
as taken near Port Callibar, by a Ship 
5 5 8 to the Dutch Africai 3 
and RT at Callibar, although the 
Dutch Company had granted Permiſtion for 
the Laid Ship to go thither. 
The Eclicpian, belonging to Jan Allen 
and Matthew... Babb, . Englih Merchants, 
Peter Blake, . Commander, conſigned to 


| Babuer, on the Coaſt of Gina, for Ve- 
Hues, was ſeized in January, 1661, by 


a 8 belonging to the Dutch African 
2 Company, - 


b. n Serael of ee. 
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Anguſt, 1661, 


1 
Company, called the Poſt-Horſe, and er. 
ried her to the Caſtle of Del Mina. 
The Lyon Providence, of London, be. 
longing to Sir William Thompſon, and 
Company of Engliſh Merchants, laden a 
London, for Guinea, was ſeized in Auguſ, 
1656, near Cape Lopes, in Guinea, by two 
Mups belonging to the Dutch African Com- 
pany ; the one called the Mar , of Ami. 
roi the other the Unicorn, of Midil. 
burgh, Jobn Serael, Commander. 


The Bazil Frigate, of London, belong- 


ing to Fobn Buſhell, Edward Buſhell and 
Company of Enghjh Merchants, was ſeized 
between Angola and Fernambuco, in 1675 
by a Ship from Fluſting, called the Sluy 
— Yzyaerts, Commander, 

The Content, of London, William 2 


dan, Commander, ſet fail from the Down; 
in October, 1661, to trade on the Coaſt 
of Guinea, was ſeized there, by a Ship be- 


longing to the Dutch African Company, 
called the Holy Barbara, and carried to 
the Ifland of Gene. 

The Charles, belonging to James Borkin, 


and Company of Fngliſh Merchants, Joln 


Blackler, Commander, laden for the Coaſt 
of Guinea, was ſeized on the ſaid Coaſt in 
by a Ship belonging to the 


Dutch African Company, call'd the Amſter. 
dammer, of Aanmerun, Aaron Couzen', 
Com: 


F 
car. commander, and carry d to their Caſtle 
Del Mina in Africa. 8 
be. The Conflant Mary, belonging to Francis 
and Bellars, Thomas Fowke, Richard Glove, and 
1 a Company of Enghſh Merchants, Daniel 
uf, WW Lefter, Maſter, laden at London, bound 
wo for Guinea, was ſeized on the 8th of May, 
on- 1654, twenty Leagues from Cape St. Vin- 
r. cent, by a Dutch Man of War, called the 
4 Holy Cicilia, Hauſe Alburge, Commander, 
belonging to the Dutch African Company. 
| The Leopard, belonging to Nicholas 
| Bouchart, of London, and Company of 
Engh/h Merchants, was ſeized near Cape 
Blanco, in October, 1656, by the Chal- 
bup, a Dutch Man of War, belonging t6 
the Dutch African Company, and carry'd 
to the Caſtle of Arengeny in Africa, at 
| Cape Blanco. Ny Row: 
King Charles the Second, being ac- 
quainted, that the Nation rung with the 
Outcries of our ſuffering Merchants, againſt 
the Dutch African Company, judg'd it full 
Time to think of effectual Meaſures to 
protect this Trade for the future, and to 
obtain Reparation for Depredations com- 
mitted. DS 
1 With Regard to Depredations, his Ma- 
ejeſty cauſed an Account of them to be 
- tranſmitted to Sir George Downing, then 
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( 39.) | 
his Envoy at the Hague, with Orders to 
inſiſt upon Satisfaction; but none could be 


obtained: Whereupon, April 1, 1664, 
both Houſes. of Parliament came to a Re. 


ſolution, viz. That the Mrongs, Diſtonaurs 


and Indignities, done by the de 48 of th 
Uni ted Provinces, by: invading. 'S Rights ; 'n 
Africa, &c, and the Damages, A front 
and Injuries done by them to our Merchant, 


Refolu- ere the greateſt Obſtruttions of our foreign 


0 0 FR Trade.;. and that the. ſame be _ bumbly and 


of Com- ſpeedily preſented to his. Majeſty ;. and 2 be 


mon* be moſt humbly moved to take ſome ſpeedy and 


about the 


Depreda- efettual Conrſe for Redreſs thereof, &c. 
tions. Upon this Reſolution. of Parliament, his 
Majeſty renewed his Inſtances with the 
States for Satisfaction to our injured Mer- 
Pacifick chants; but their Remonſtrances were 
eme treated with Contempt: The Loſſes of our 
ineffectual. Merchants were too conſiderable to be eaſily 
reimburſed; and the Benefits of the 4}- 
rican Trade, could they have monopolized 
the Whole to themſelves, as they aimed 
at, were too important to be willingly part 
ed with. Wherefore, . inſtead of giving 
us Satisfaction for the Injuries. ſuſtained, 
they renewed their Depredations in A, 
rita, with greater Violence than before, 
under the Conduct of their Admiral De 
Auer, fo that the Injuries of our Mer- 


1 chants, 


wa yy = 95 CC. 


. >> FA of 


ES > dg, . 

| chants, upon the whole, amounted to be- 
tween 6 and 700,0007. Sterling. 

The King having tryed all other Me- 
thods in vain found himſelf at length 
under the neceffity, upon firſt notice of 
De Ruyter's Hoſtilities in Africa, of com- 
plying with the Senſe of his Parliament, 
and the general Voice of the People 18 
and accordingly on the 22d of February, tion ra- 
I 604- 5 He declared | War in Form a- of _ ; 
gainft the States General of the United land tor 
| Provinces : of. ſuch high Eſtimation and Depreda- 
Concern to the Nation was the Trade Een 
Africa then adjudged. 7 8 

Nothing is more evident than that the Te. 


chief View of the Dutch, at this time, 


| and for ſome years before, had been to- 
ally to exclude the Engliſb from the 
Trade to Africa, and to engroſs the 


ame wholly into their own Hands. Ra- Duct 
cher than ſuffer this Nation to enjoy eee 
| Share of it peaceably with them, though the Trade 
they were their Predeceſſors therein, and to 4rica. 
had a_prior Right thereto, they choſe to 
bear all the Hazards and Inconveniencies 
of a War with England,  _ 

However, they were happily diſap- 
pointed ; Our African Company main- 
tained their Footing in Africa, by the 
Treaty of Peace concluded at Breda, 
1667. EY het: | ; = ; 
1 But 
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But the Stipulations in Favour of the 
Engliſh Company, were very inſufficient 
to enable them to bear up againſt the 
long Series of Difficulties they had ftrup- 
* - led with. They had been at an im- 
of the 4- menſe Expence in Africa, in ſupporting 
Lomo, the Britiſh Intereſt; and during the War, 
to van as well as before, we have ſeen, they met 

thisTrade. with very heavy Loſſes by Captures. 
Io extricate themſelves out of theſe 
. Difficulties, they agreed, in conſideration 
of a certain Sum of Money to be paid 
them by another New Company, then in- 
tended to be eſtabliſhed, to ſurrender their 
Charter to the Crown, and transfer all 
their E/fate, Property, Intereſt, and Ef 
 fefs in Africa, and elſewhere, to the 

New Company. | 

His Majeſty approved hereof, judging 
it the beſt Expedient, as well for doing 
Juſtice to the old Company of Raya! 
Adventurers, as for the better preſerving 
and enlarging this Trade in general; and 
was pleaſed to accept the fame, and by 
Letters Patents under the Great Seal of 
England, bearing Date, September 1672, 
Of che In. to eſtabliſh and Incorporate the preſent Roy- 
corp. al African Company of England; and 
preſent grant them all and ſingular the Land, 
\ Royal Countries, Havens, Roads, Rivers, and 


Company. other Places in Africa » from the P _ o 
2 | al, 


Company. 


633) 
Sally, in Sou th-Barbary, 10 the Cape of 
Good-Hope ; for and. during the Term 
of Ons THOUSAND: YEARS, &c. 


refs of St. George del Mina; and of the 
Engliſh Fort at 'Cormantine, called Fort 
Amſterdam: They had alſo another, cal- 
led Fart St. Anthony, at Axim, another 


callec Fort St. Sebaſtian, on the River 


Chamab, a 5th called Fort Naſſau, at 
Moree, about two Leagues to Leeward of 


At this Time the Dutch African 2 
pany were. poſſeſſed of the ſtrong For- 


Cape Coaſt Caſtle, a 6th called Creveceur, 
Wit Ara, and a 7th called Fort Conraads- Of the 
g, at St. Jago, within Cannon Shot Dutch 


Forts and 


of St. Georg e del Mina; all on the Gold 0511. 2 


Coaſt, and Fog very commodious to ſuc- this Time! 


cour each other in Caſe of Need. 


The Danes alſo at this Time were in 


Poſſeſſion: of one ſinall but impregnable The Dana 


Fort, (ſince called Fort Royal) on the 
Top of a Hill, within Gunſhot of Cupe 
Coaſt ; and of. another at Acra, to the 
Eaſtward of the Dutch Fort at the lame 
Place. 

The Elector of Brandenburgh, late 


King of Pruſſia, had one good Fort at Eleftor of 


| Cope-Three-Points, and two ſmaller ones f. 


| at ſome little diſtance to the Eaſtward of 
the ſame. And the New Engliſh Com- 
pany Na one ſmall Fort at Cabo Cor- 
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(34) 
, the only F. ort on all this Coaſt, which M;; 
the Dutch had not diſþoſſeſſed the former WT 
Company of, during the late Var. Id 
| Our Royal African Company, at thi t. 
Time, apply'd themſelves with all 0 
fible Vigour to increaſe the Britiſb = 
reſt in Africa, and eſtabliſh the ſame on pi 
a Footing ſuperior to that of any other I i; 
Nation. Accordingly they enlarge I o 
CAPE Gone CASTLE, and made 4 I 
ten times larger, ſtronger, and more com-. u 
The Spirit modious than before: They built alfo : 
of the 4- new Fort at Ack A, another at Drx cov, 
tene, a zu at Winx NBA, a 4th at Svccus. 
ompany 
to cope DEE, Aa <th at CoMMENDA, and rebuit 
borer a 6th at ANNAMBoE ; all on the Gor: 
he 7 .- Cos T, and three of chern within Mul 
nde ker-Shot - of Dutch Forts. They alb 
purchaſed - Frederickshurg, now Fox1- 
Royar, of the Danes, for the greate i 
Security of Caye CoasT CAs TEE: Thy v 
built another Fort from the Ground 1 «| 
Wrypan, to ſecure the Negroe Trail t 
at that Place alſo. In this manner di e 
the prefent African Company ſpare 10M n 
Expence to preſerve this Trade to the I ti 
Kingdoms, againſt the Inſults, Depred WW 
tions and Barbarities of Enemies 12 7 N. it 
vals, as we have before ſeen. f 


So exaſperated were the Dutch to find r 
the Eagle African Company take ſuch i } 


| vigorols 


DP _ .- 2 


oo” 
—— 


(35) 


vigorous Meaſures for the Security of their 

Trade, that they threw every obſtacle in 

their way ; the Dutch Company gave 

them all poſſible Oppoſition on the Gord 

CoasT, which. oft broke out into open 
Hoſtilities ; and our Engh/b Company were Re ted 
put to an incredible Charge and Expence In n gi. 
in purchaſing the Conſent and Aſſiſtance lities of 
of the Native Princes and Great Men for me eee 
making ſuch Settlements; as well as for ; Sn 
tranſporting, from time to time, the ne- Company's 
ceſſury Supplies of Soldiers, Artificers, Gold 


Proviſions, and all other Requiſites and Coal. 


| Materials from England to complete their 


Forts and Settlements; all which were ren- 
dered {till more difficult, chargeable and 
hazardous by the long war, which enſued 
with France. Yet, under all theſe Hard- 


| ſhips, Difficulties and Diſcouragements, 
| the Company never ceaſed their Endea- 
| vours for the Service of their Country, till 


they put the Intereſt of this Nation, on 
this part of the Coaſt of Africa, on an 
equal Foot with that of the Dutch, and 


| much ſuperiour to that of any other Na- 


tion whatſoever. . 

From undoubted Experience. therefore Security of 
it appears beyond contradiction, - that the e 
firſt Eſtabliſhment, and the conſtant Secu- Forts and 
rity and 00 of the Trade to A- e 


Nen and „ the ſupplying the 
Britiſh 


(36 : 
Britiſh Plantations with Negroes from 
thence, has been ſolely owing to the Fry; 
and Settlements of our African Company, 
without which the Dutch would moſt 
certainly have long ſince engroſſed the 


principal Part, if not the Whole of this 


valuable Trade to themſelves. 
Nor have the Struggles of this Comp. 
ny with the French, to fave Great Bri. 


lain a Share in the African Trade, been 


The Pro- 


leſs than with the Dutch. For on the 
North Coaſt, where it was natural 10 


greſs of the think the Company ſhould have met 


French in 


this Trade. 


with leſs Oppoſition, and more Succeſ, 
yet it fell out otherwiſe. The Durch 
Weſt India Company were in poſſeſſion of 
the Forts of Arguin and Goree, the French 
w2negal Company, which was eſtabliſhed 
Anno 1673, were in poſſeſſion of a mul 
Fort on an I/land within the Bar in the 
River Senegal; and our Enghſh African 
Company had one ſmall Fort in the Rive 
Gaibia, and another Settlement in the 
River Sterraleon. In this Situation Af 
{airs continued till about the Year 1677; 
and the Companies of each Nation tru- 
ged 1 to all Places on the aper 


Coat, not in the actual poſſeſſion of 


any of the others, hor Cape Blanco 11 
Ca: Be Mount. 


In 


x 


r 

In the Lear 1677, and 1678, the French 
took the Dutch Forts on the Iflands of 
Arguin, and Goree, which were ſoon after 
yielded to France by the Treaty of Nimi- 
guen 7 And in the Year 1685, the French 
King, judging the Grant to the Senegal 
Company, Which extended from Cape Blanco Of two 
to the Cape of G 00d- Hope, too large, re- $96 : 
ſtrained that Company to that Part of the Comps- 
Coaſt which extends from Cape Blanco to he. 
the River Szerraleon, and erected another 
| Company, which was called -the Guinea 
Company ; and granted them the ſole Trade 
to and from that Part of the Coaſt which 
extends from the River Sierraleon to the 
Cape of Good- Hope. From this Time the 
French Trade to Africa was carried on by 
thoſe wo dr/1n&? Companies. 

The laſt of theſe Companies made no 
great Progreſs in their Trade till about the 
Year 1702, that the French King gave 
them the Contract, which he had made 
with Spain, for introducing Negroes yearly geh 
| into the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies. But that Con- Contrat 
| tract being afterwards transferred to Great- c fu. 
Britain, by the Treaty of Utrecht, this Spanih- 
Company was ſoon after aboliſhed. N on 
The Senegal Company were ſcarcely warm the firit 
in their new Poſſeſſions, before they ſet up e the 
2 Claim to all that Part of the Coaſt, which Sire 
extends from Cape Blanco to the River Trade. 


Gams:a, 


U 
& 
t 
** 
— 
* 
» 
> 
* 
1 
'$4 
8 
* 
12 
14 
* 
. 
ö 
* 
4 
: 
M 
1 
\ot 
74 — 
by + 
s - 
4 
FH. 
* 
"4 
1 
* 
+ * 
Wo 
= 
1 
x, 
1 
5. 
in 
1 
* 
4 
17 
7 
Þ; 
5 
1 
; 


"_— —U— — 


— dd 
. ů ———ͤ· n! —- 2 os . 
— 8 — 22 — 
— — 1 — - ” 


> £4 '- — 2 SS 22 _— . OTE Ea , v# ba 4 2 — - - a = a+ ——— =. ; La *. — 
pany Ie 6 - > " =_ = —-— * 3 7 * Ter 2 1 95 = 6 = 4 
0 — tw +, Inn . * . C 7 fs "SIR N , 
» l 88 2 * oo — 8 — 0 — 4 — — — — ern oor — — — — 2 — — wh 
* — e 9 bh * q P . "4 7 5 Þ . LY B — Ad IF I To 2 
8 » 27 a * , 


TP - 
_ <> 


"wy 90 GY. I 1s 


ane i i aber 

— 2 a. ot n P 

A rere IEA 
, 1 - may - —— — 


(CEN 
Gambia, comprehending above five hun- 
dred Miles in Length. In the Year 1681, 
they attempted to hinder the Royal African 
Company's Ships from trading along that 


Inſults of Coaft : But not being as yet in a Condition 


the French 


to our 


to conteſt that Point with them, they 


African dropp'd their Pretenſions againſt them for 


Company. 


The Loſ- 
ſes of the 
Engliſt 
African 
Company 
by 5 
French. 


that Time. In the Years 1683, 1684, 
and 1685, they ſeized and confiſcated "ih 
ral Ships belonging to the Portugueſe, 
Dutch, and Pruſjans. And in the laſt of 
thoſe Years, they renewed their Claim 
againſt the Engliſb African Company : From 
which Time they continued to. give them 
frequent Interruptions in their Trade; til 
at laſt a War broke out between the two 
Nations. 
The Loſſes and Injuries which the Com- 
pany ſuſtained, during the Courſe of this 
War, were greater than can be eaſily ima- 
gined. But one of the chiefeſt was the 
Loſs of their Fort in the River Gambia, 
Anno 1695, which was taken and ptun- 
dered by a Squadron of French Men of 
War, and all the Fortifications demoliſhed 
and rand to the Ground. And, as a fat- 
ther Addition to this Misfortune, - when 
the Company came to take Poſſefſion there- 
of again, after the Peace, they found tlie 
French kettles in the River, and claiming 


All 


n- 


at 


6 PP, 


— 3 % ww 


an equal Share in the Trade thereof with 
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themſelves. 
However, the . by Means of 
a ſtrong Fort on James I/land in the River How the 
Gambia, and divers Faclories, ſome hun- have Hus 
dred Miles up that River on each Side, ported the 
have maintained the Right of Great- © _ 0 
Britain to the Trade hereof, in Oppoſi- 9 4 ; 
tion to all the Attempts of the French to 
root us out. 
So that it muſt appear unexceptionably 
evident, from this ſhort Hiſtory of our 
Trade to Africa, that it could never have 
been preſerved to theſe Kingdoms without 
Forts and Cafiles being kept up and main- 
tained in Africa, as all other Nations do, who 
enjoy any Share in this valuable Commerce. 
But this will appear ſtill more fully in the 
next Chapter. 


Company ä 
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CHA P. III. 


The Forts and Settlements in Aﬀ- 
rica, and thoſe under the Go- 
4 vernment of a Trading Company, 
= | are abſolutely neceſſary to pre. 
| ſerve our Trade to Africa ; with 
an Anſwer to all Objections. 


8 the Impradicability of ſupporting 
the Trade to Africa without Forts 
and Settlements hath fully appeared from 
inconteſtible Fa&s and Experience ; ſo, it 
is preſumed, the fame will fill farther 
appear from the plaineſt Reaſon, by con- 
ſidering the Nature and peculiar Circum- 

ſtances of this Commerce. 

The Negroe- Princes and Chiefs in Africa 
are generally at War with each other on 
the Continent ; and the Priſoners of War, 

Private Inſtead of being flain, - or applied to in- 
Fa human Sacrifices, are carefully preſerved, 
\ erchants 

5 and fold to th ole Europeans only, who 
"| Hfrica by ke an eſtabliſh'd Intereſt and Power 
1 "oa among the Natives, by the Means of Forts 
it . and Settlements; or to ſuch who are ad- 
Wi 3 and mitted to traffick with the Natives, by 
Wn ments. Virtue, and under the Sanction and Pro- 
{38 tection 
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tion of ſuch European Settlements ; which 


vho trade to Africa at preſent, at full 
iberty, under the Authority, and Pro- 


Rights and Privileges, Intereſt and Power. 
zmong the Natives; but this is the Caſe of 
o other private e in Europe; for 
ll foreign Trading African Corporations 


o themſelves. 


tement Friendſhips with the Poſſeffors of 
uch European Forts and Settlements among 
them as are beſt able to aſſiſt and protect 
hem in Time of Need, both from their 
pative Enemies, and thoſe Europeans, who 
dre in Alliance with them: The Natives, 


dn their Part, ſtipulating and agreeing with 
the Governors, Faclors, and Agents of ſuch 


bettlements, to bring down and encourage 
conſtant Intercourſe and C urrency of 
Trade from the Inland Countries, to ſuch 


'» titors, 

| This being the plain State of the Caſe, 
Pothing can be more evident, than if our 
Rivals in this Trade have an eftabliſh'd 
"Gp Foocting 


the Caſe of all the Britiſh Merchants 


ection of our Royal African Company's 


njoy the ſole Privilege of this Commerce 


By Reaſon of theſe perpetual Hoftilitics Was 
wmong the Negroe-Princes, 'tis their con- prong oh the 
ant Maxim to cultivate Alliances; and þ.: 


Friends and Allies, in Oppoſition to all 
ther Europeat Settlements; their Com- 
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Footing and Intereſt among the Natives, 

All Na- and Great- Britain has no ſuch Advantage 

— 1 in Point of Situation, that we cannot cl. 

to Africa ti vate the like Friendſhips and Alliance 

hare Forts with the Natives for mutual Defence and 

Calles. Security of our Trade, as our Rivals map: 

And conſequently our Rivals, by thei 

Weight of Power, Influence and Authority 

over 1 Natives, would bring them under 

ſuch Terms of Agreement, ſuch Awe and 

Subjection, that no Power, who had nt 

the ſame Advantages, could pretend to 

have the leaſt Share in tbis Commerce, but 

by Permiſſion from ſuch Settlements. Such 

was the Fact, when the Portugueſe were 

the only Poſſeſſors of Forts and Settlements; 

who never ſuffer d any Nation to trade 

there but at the Hazard of Ship and Cargo. 

And were the Poſſeſſions of our preſent 

African Company given up, what Engliſh 

man would be ſo raſh as to venture his ; For 

tune in ſo precarious a Trade? Who woull 

take upon himſelf to ſecure Britiſh Mer 

chants from the like Inſults, Depredations 

and Barbarities of the Dutch, our Rivals, i 

we had no Settlements, as they heretofore 
committed, when even we had ſome ? 

But if the Dutch ſhould chance to be 

more gracious to us in future than hereto- 

fore, what Treatment could we reaſonably 

expect from our good Friends the Oy f 

0 
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No Man of the plaineſt Underſtanding can 
be ſo weak as to imagine, that if they had 
once got the whole Power into their Hands, 
9 they would not be ſo wiſe as to keep the The Los 
"WW bole Trade to themſelves ; ſince the con- - SY 
, ſtant Proſperiry of the French Colonres, Settle. 
would depend thereupon, and the total ne i 
Ruin and Deſtruction of the Britiſb Colo of the 
nes muſt enſue, Can they have greater whole 
ö Motives to attempt a Monopoly of this 
whole Trade, or we have greater to pre- 
vent it? Sn 1 3 
But ſhould the French have any Surplus 
of Negroes beyond what would ſupply their 
own Colontes (which can ſcarce be ſup- 
poſed, fince they have found their Account Conſe- 
ſo much already in raiſing of new ones) ee 1 
would they not rather diſpoſe of them to Power in 
the Spaniards and Portugueſe, whoſe Colo- Arica. 
nies do not interfere with the Intereſt of 
their's, than fell them, or any of them, 
to the Britiſh Colonies, which do? 
Beſides ; as the Profits of the Spani/h 
Weſt-India and Brazil-Trades would be far 
more conſiderable to them than ſelling of 
their Surplus Negroes to the Britiſh Colonies 
could be, there 1s not the leaſt Shadow of 
Reaſon to believe, that a Briz:/h Merchant 
or Planter, would be ſuffer'd to purchaſe a 
ſingle Negroe for the Britiſh Plantations, 
while they could diſpoſe of them to much 
2 better 
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better Advantage, and without Detriment 
to their own Colonies. 

For two hundred and fifty Years paſt, 

, has been the conſtant Policy of all fich 
European Nations which have been ſo for- 

Foreign tunate as to make any new Diſcoveries for 
Trade in foreign Trade, and to gain any eſtabliſhd 


— ave Power and Authority in remote and bar. 
tries firſt barons Countries, to build and maintain 
Pony Forts and Caſts; and by Virtue of ſuch 
Caſtles, Poſſeſſions, to claim a Right to whole 
rape ge Kingdoms, and to Tracts of Land of 1 
the fame Vaſt Extent, and to EXCLUDE all other 


Means. Nations from trading in, to, or from them, 
By ſuch Meaſures, did not the Portugueſe 

long enjoy the whole Trade to Africa, and 
to the Eaft-Indies ? Did not the Spaniard 
alſo for many Years claim and engroſs al 
moſt the whole Continent of America to 
themſelves, and moſt of the Hands ad- 
jacent thereunto ? By the like Policy too, 
have not the Hollanders render'd themſelves 
Maſters of all thoſe 7/ands in the Ef, 
which produce Cinnamon, Cloves, Nutmegs, 
and Mace, &c. and from them ſupply the 
whole World with thoſe Commodities, by 
ſuch Quantities, and at ſuch Prices as they 
think fit? And have we not ſeen, that 


"theſe ſame People, for ſome Time before 
and after the Year 1660, attempted to gain 
the obole and entire Puſſeſfion of the moſt 
n valuable 
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unable Parts of the Coaſt of Afi ca, and 
to Exclude this Nation from any Part, 
Share, or Intereſt therein; and thereby 
brought upon themſelves a War with this 
Kingdom in 1664 ? 

Before the Royal Afric can Company fa 
built a ſufficient Number of Forts and 
Caſtles on the Gold Coaſt, the Dutch in- 
terrupted our Trade, and ſeized and con- 
'ſcated our Ships on the ſaid Coaſt, and 
within its Dependencies ; which, as they 
rretend,' extends from Cape Palmas to Cape 
Lobes, and contains a Tract of Land of 
above 1200 Miles, Since the African 
Company have built and maintained a ſuf- 
ficient Number of Forts and Caſtles on the 
Gold Coaſt, the faid Company, and all 
other Britiſh Ships and Veſſels, have traded 
freely. to that Coaſt, and to all Places de- 
[pendent thereon, without Inſults and De- 
r g from the Dutch, or any other 
Nation, But muſt we not be infatuated, 
to imagine, that if we part with our Power 
there, we can be ſecure in our Trade? 

Before the French got Poſſeſſion of the 
Firts in the River Senegal, and on the 
Iſlands of Arguin and Goree, on the North 
Coaſt, the Engh/h traded freely and openly 
to all Places on that Coaſt, without Moleſ- 
tation : Since the French have been in Poſ- 
ſelſion of theſe Forts, they have, many 

Years, 
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Years, taken upon themſelves, in Times d 
Peace, to Exci.ups the Britiſh Van 
from thoſe Parts, and, before the prefey 
War, did actually take and confiſcate al 
ſuch Britiſh Ships and 7 eſſels as ventur'd t 
trade thithe.. 

In thoſe Places where our Africa 
Company have Forts, as in the River Gam; 
&c. the Britiſh private Merchants trad 
freely with the Natives under their Sand 
ion. In thoſe Places where other N. 
tions have Forts and Caſtles, and th 


Roy al Aft Hr ican Com © Ki have none, ther Fvlec 
all Brin private raders, are either Sud 
ſolutely denied the Liberty of Trading... 


or their Ships re actually taken and co the: 
fiſcated. 3 greater conviction the gr 
fore can any reaſonable Man require d ore: 
the abſolute _ indiſpenſable Neceſſity d Af 
Great Britain's maintaining Forts au bla 
Settlements, in Africa, while our Ria the 
in that Trade do the fam: ? When the our 

give up their Forts and Settlements, 15 J 
indeed we might venture to follow ther pet 
Example perhaps, becauſe we ſhoui % 
be upon a footing with them. But who N 
ever adviſes His Majeſiy to ſuch Meaſum f ſuff 
before, will he not be judged, by all ho [Ma 
neſt Men, a Traytor to his r s. 
| tereſt? 5 5 2 ther 


Wa 


EE. 
Was it at all needful to urge the Rea- 
»nableneſs of this Matter further, it 
might be asked; whether Forts and Ca- 
g are not maintained in all our Colonies 

2 127 Of Forts 
in America, as well thoſe . on the Conti- d Callles 
ent as the Hand ones? With what View in our 4- 


i this done but to protect the latter from 27a. 


oreign Enemies, and the former from 
och foreign and Inland Native Ones? 

tif then, ſuch Places of Strength are 
"Wijudg'd abſolutely neceflary for the Protec- 


tion of our Colonies, where they are peo- 

tpled chiefly with Vhite-Men, our native 

Subjects, and they alſo obliged to be 

ormed into wellldiſciplined Militia, for 

Wiheir Safeguard, does it not follow till 
far more ſtrongly, that there is a much 
greater Neceſſity for the Fortzfications in 
Africa, where we have no Prizifh Inha- 
bitants, either for our Protection againſt 
the Inſults of native Barbarians, or againſt 
our European Rivals in this Trade? 

I am not inſenfible that it has been 
pretended by ſome, that Men of Mar 
alone, properly ſtationed, and duely and 1 
regularly relieved by others, would be War inſuf- 

ſufficient to protect the Trade of all his 3 
Majeſty's Subjects on the Coaſt of Afri ricy of the 
c. To which I anſwer : Firſt, If ne eg 
ther the Engh/h, nor Dutch, nor French, 0 
nor any other European Nation, had any 
1 I Forts 
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I. © 
Forts and Settlements in Africa, J admit of 
that Men of War might in the main be Fat 
ſufficient to protect the Trade on tha N oth 
Coaſt. Secondly, I do likewiſe admit that I we 
even now that the Engliſb, Dutch, and Wl tier 
French have Forts and Settlements in Africa, ¶ ing 
that Men of War are neceſſary, for ſcouring WM the 
the Seas, annoying the Enemy, protect. 
- ing our Ships, and upon ſome Occaſions N wei 
| aſſiſting the Forts with ee Shi 
Supplies of Men, and other Helps which MW Tr: 
they may ſometimes want. But, Third I Ex 
y, No Man, I am perſwaded, that un- far 
derſtands the Nature and preſent Circum- MW on 
ſtances of this Trade, will ſay that Men WW vice 
of War, alone, would be ſufficient to be 
protect our Trade there. We have a WLar 
Proof in Point to the contrary thereof, on Ene 
that Part of the North Coaſt extending Wcult 
about four or five hundred Miles from tive 
Cape Blanco to the North of the River Ween 
Gambia, on which the French have Forts ¶ vell 
only at zwo Places, (and we none) and FWierf 
yet, by Virtue of them alone, and in WM 
conſequence of the Influence which they Frie 
give them over the Natives, we have en- ( 
tirely Joſt the Trade of all that Coaſt; ¶ ſtan 
and until ſuch Time as J can ſee the ſame Mon 
recovered again, and a free and open once 
Trade with the Natives re-eſtabliſhed, and ned 


carried on under the Protection of * Es 
: 
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of War ew” I ſhall conclude the Lame 
Fate would attend our Trade on every 
other Part of the Coaſt of Africa, were 
we to abandon any of our Forts and Set- 
tlements, while other Nations are labour- 
ing not only to keep up, but to encreaſe 
the Number of theirs, 

But ſuch who imagine there: 1s ; any 
weight in the Sufficiency of Stationed 
Ships alone for the Protection of this 
Trade, muſt either want Knowledge and 
Experience in the Nature and Circum- 
ſtances. thereof, or | intend to impoſe 
on others. For of what Inland Ser- 
vice, on an Emergency, could Ships 
be to the Natives to protect them by 
Land from their Negroe, or European 
Enemies? How could Ships of War 
cultivate Trading Alliances with the Na- 
tives; as the Governors, Factors and A- 
gents of this Trading Company do, by tra- 
velling for that Purpoſe Inland, daily con- 
verſing with the Negro- Kings and Great 
Men, and doing them conſtant Offices of 
F riendſhip and Benevolence ? _ 

One would think the Meaſures con- 
ſtantly purſued. by our Northern C olonies, 
on the Continent of America, ſhould at 
once ſhew the Inſufficiency of Statio- | 
ned Men of War, to anſwer the Purpo- 
bs of an 1 nland-Commerce, and of Secu- 

= rity 
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rity from the Inſults and Oppreſſions of 
the native Enemies, and foreign Rivals; 
for there, where we have above an hun- 
dred Thouſand Britiſp Subjects reſident 
Stationed Ships of War alone, though 
ten Times the Number uſually kept 
would little avail to ſupport our Footing, 
and our Commerce to thoſe Parts, with- 
out maintaining conſtant Friendfhips and 
Alliances with the Indian Nations in North 
America. Do not the French vigilanth 
purſue theſe Meaſures as a Barrier again 
the Engliſb, and the Natives, who ar 
not attached to their Intereſts? Were the 
to purſue fuch Meaſures, and we to de- 
ſpiſe and neglect the like, and depend on 
Stationed Men of War only, muſt we 
not be infatuated to expect the Intereſt 
of Great Britain can be maintained to 
good Purpoſe as the French do theirs? 
This Caſe is direMly parallel; for i 
the Durch and the French do not truſt the 
Protection of their Share in the Trade to 
Africa, to Stationed Ships of War 0 
and we ſhould ſo weak as to do i, 
with what reaſon could we hope to fop 
port an Equality of Power, and Ballance 
of Intereſt with our Rivals in Africa, 
and among the Natives? 
But if after all, any One ſhould be ſti 
weak enough to imagine that gn 
2 | ips 
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Ships alone would anſwer the great End. 
of ſecuring our Commerce, why is the 
Nation at the great yearly Expence of 
maintaining Gibraltar and Port Mahon 
for the Protection of our Mediterranean 
A | Trade, which bears no Compariſon with 

the national and private Advantages deri- 
oed from our African and 5 
Trades; which are mutually and inſepa- 
; W cably dependent on each other? 
; For, what Commodities do thoſe For- 
reſſes produce? What Trade do they 
; 


carry on? Why do we not conſtantly 
ſend Stationed Ships for that End, and 
fave the __—_— of a M: tary Govern- 
ment there? | 
Tis verytrue that conſtant Experience hath 
ſhewn us, that Ships of War are occaſionally 
abſolutely neceſſary to protect every Branch 
of our Foreign Trade, as well as our 
Fortifications abroad for that Purpoſe: But 
| if any one will fay, that becauſe Ships of 
War are neceſlary to ſecure us from In- 
ſults at Sea, that all Fortifications are uſe- 
leſs and unneceſſary for ſecuring us at 
Land; I anſwer, down with all Fortreſſes 
in our Colonies and Plantations; evacuate 
Gibraltar and Port Mahon, &c. &c. &c. 
This cannot be faid by any without 
Laughter and Contempt. What is it 
Men mean then, when they talk of 
r H 2 Ships 
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( 52) 
Ships of War alone protecting the Afri. 
can Trade? If they mean, that in Times 
of War, Depredatians or Piracies, Ships 
of War ought to be ſent to the Coaſt of 
Africa to protect that Trade, as well as 
any other, who differs in Sentiments from 
theſe Gentlemen? I never heard of any 
one that does. The African Company 
have always made timely Application for 
Men of War to be properly ſtationed in 
all Times of Danger: But if it be faid 
and meant, that any Number of Ships 
of War, at never ſo great an Expence, 
lying at all Times upon the Coaſt, can 
cultivate, and preſerve that Trade, with 
the Natives on Shore, without Br:- 
tiſh Forts and Settlements, where other 
Nations have the like, the only Anſwer 
to ſuch is Riſum teneatis? | 
It has been further ſaid by ſome ; that 
though Forts and Settlements may be ne- 
ceſſary for the ſupport of the Trade to 
Africa; yet they ought to be put ſole- 
ly under a Military Eftabh/ſhment ; that 
being more naturally adapted for the Pur- 
poſe than a Trading Company. „ 
Let Gentlemen who make this Object- 
ion to the Management of a Trading 
Company inform themſelves of the Eaſt 
India Company, how effectually a meer 
Military Government would ſupport their 
& E Trade 


( 58 ) 
Trade with the Natives in Jidia. Long 
Experience, in India, hath proved, that 
2 conſiderable Military Government, de- 
pendent thereupon, may be conducted by 
s W: Trading Company, for the Purpoſes 
and Benefits of Trade; but what In- 
L 
7 


ſtance have we of a Trading Company 

being conducted by a Military Govern- 
ment, independent thereon? They are No mere 
quite incompatible, unleſs united under Mijtary 

one and the fame Head : and ſince the nünein 

End in Africa is merely the Advantages rica will 

of Trade with the Natives, and not a fond this 

large Colony of chriſtian Inhabitants, 

Trade certainly ſhould be at the Head, 

and have the ſole Government and Di- 

rection of a Trading Military Force, if I 

may be allow d ſuch an Expreſſion. 

Can it be ſuppoſed that the Merchants 

of England, who merit the utmoſt Re- 

| from the Nation and the Govern- 

ment, would ſubmit to have the African 

Trade under the Controul, Direction and 

Management of a meer Military rather 

than a Trading Power, with a military 

ſubſervient thereunto? Merchants are 

beſt acquainted how to treat Merchants 

in their trafficable Concerns; And 

though no one can entertain an high-/ 

er Regard for Gentlemen of the Army 

than myſelf, yet I am perſwaded they 

| would 


( 54 ) 
would never deſire to interfere with the 
Commercial Province. Yet fo. great 
might a meer military Eſtabliſhment. i 
Africa be abuſed, that our Trade with 
the Natives would be as ſoon _ deſtroyed 
under ſuch a Conſtitution, as if the F " 
and Settlements were demoliſhed. 5 
ſenſible are the French and Dutch of thy 
that they | entruſt the Protection of Tm 
ding Forts, Settlements, and Fatfories, 1 
the ſole Management of their ©; adi 
Cumpanies, allow them: ſuitable Encourage 
ments for a proper Military Force in their 
own Way, and they are left to adapt it 
to the peculiar Circumſtances of the 
Trade; but they never fuffer an in. 
dependent Military Power to interfen 
therein. 

And as our Rivals in this very Trade 
act upon theſe Principles, ſhould we not 
be very weak and impolitick to introduce 
any Innovation in this reſpect; an Inno- 
vation founded only on the Conjectures of 
thoſe who are unacquainted with the Na- 
ture and Circumſtances of this Trade, in 
Oppoſition to the Experience of Time 
immemorial? While we are upon the 
ſame Footing, in the African Trade, with 
our Competitors, we need be under no 


"A e of from them, ot 
the 


* . 
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the Natives; but if we change our anci- 


ent practicable Syſtem, and eftabliſh a 
dew-fangled imaginary one in its room, 
who can anſwer for the Event? Are 
Sidiers Judges of Trading Alliantes with 
the Natives? Would not they, for their 
private Intereſt endeavour to interfere with 
the Trade of our Merchants here; and 
at length, perhaps, make a Military Mo- 
* Ee Mice of that Trade we 
ſold have left, under their Management 


only ? 5 | 

ber would there not be a wide diffe- 
fence in point of Expence to the Na- 
tion? The Company have always made 


their Governors Factors and © Agents, The : 
go | cheapeſt 

act as Military Officers occaſionally as* The. 

well as Merchants; and the French and way to ſe- 
Dutch do the fame; their Common _ this 
8 e rade to 

Servants act alſo as Soldiers and Sailors che Nation 


too in their trading Sloops, to check 
the Inſults of the Natives, when Oc- 
caſion requires. — But were theſe. 
Forts and Settlements under the Di- 
rection of an eſtabliſhed Military Go- 
vernment, the Expence to the Na- 
tion is allowed by the beſt Judges of 


Affairs of this Nature, to be above 
three Times more than if the Com- 


pany have the Protection of them, and 
| we 
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(560) 
we run the Riſque of loſing, —_ whal 
Trade too. 

Gentlemen are too apt to run into 
very great Miſtake upon this Occaſion 
* They judge of the African Forts ar 
Trade Settlements as they do of Gibraltar ani 
from Gib- Port- Mahon; but the caſe is widely dif- 
1 ferent : for what Inland Trad: do we 
bon as in draw. from thoſe Places? None at al, 
4frica. as we do by Virtue of the 4 722 
| Settlements. Wherefore a meer Mil. 
tary Eſtabliſhment may anſwer the Pur 
poſes of one, but a T rading Conſtitu- 
tion, with a Military Power dependent 
thereon, can only anſwer the End o 
the other. 


8 
CHAP. Iv. 


Of the Parliamentary Allowance 

that may be neceſſary to the 

African Company for the ef- 

fectual Support and Mainte- 

nance of the Forts and Settle- 
ments in Africa. 


T O determine this Point in the plaineſt 
and moſt ſatisfactory Manner, it will 
be requiſite, in order to enable us to form 


a right Judgment hereof, to conſider of 


the Strength of the other Powers upon the 


Coaſt of Africa, who are intereſted in this 
Trade; which can be no otherwiſe done 
than by giving a Detail of their reſpective 
Forts and Settlements. 


The Number and Situation of the Goes: 
ral Forts and Settlements belonging to the 


French, Dutch, and Tp &c. are as 
follows ; vi. 


I The Not Settlement is that 8 


at ARGUIN, on the Gum-Coaſt, in the Forts and 
Latitude of 20 Degrees North, formerly nent in 


belonging to the King of Pruſſia, for which, 4/ica 
in the late Queen's Time, on Occaſion of 
1 


of other 
Nations. 
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an Overture made by the ſaid King to dif. 
oſe of. That and another ſmall Fort at 
Cape Three- Points, which is afterwards 
mentioned, to this Nation, He demanded 
for Them 200,000 Gn but they 
have ſince been purchaſed of him by the 
Batch, for 30,0001. Sterling. And after- 

warde taken by the French, in 1721, and 
now in their Poſſcflion. 

2. The River Senegal, in the Latitude 
of 16 Degrees, North, where the French 
have ſcveral very conſiderable Forts, Settle 
ments, and Plantations, for a great many 
Miles ap the River. 

3. The and Goree, a little Southward 
of Cape de Verde, where the French are 


likewiſe ſettled, and have a very ſtrong 


Caſtle. 

4. CuTcueo and Biss ro, two Poriu. 
gueſe Settlements, lying in 12 Degrees 
North Latitude. | 


. ANCoBRA, the firſt European Fattory 


ON the Gela-C cd, belonging to the Dutt 
Weſjl- India Company 
6. Ax i M, about one League to the 
Eaſtward of n a Fort belonging to 
the Datch Well-India Company. 
. FREDERICKSBURG, at Cape T brei. 


| ante about five Leagues to the Eaſtward 


of Axim, a Fort formerly belonging to the 


King of Pruſſia ; lately fold by him; to- 
: Y : gether 


( 59) 

gether with that at Arguin, before-men-= 

toned, to the Dutch, for 30,000 J. after- 
wards taken and demoliſhed by the Na- 

tives; and lately recovered out of their 

Hands, at the Expence of a long and 


chargeable War ; and now reſettled wy the 


Dutch Weſt-India Company. 


8. BuTTFRoE, a Fort belonging to the | 


Dutch Weſt-India Company, about eleven 
| Leagues Eaſtward of Cape Three- Points. 
9. TACQUERADO, a Factory-Houſe, be- 
longing to the Dutch Weſi-India Company, 
about three Leagues Eaſtward of Butteroe. 
10. SUCCUNDEE, a Fort belonging to 


| the Dutch Weſt. India Company, about three 


Leagues Eaſtward of Tacquerado. 

11. SHUMAH, a Fort belonging to the 

Dutch Welt-India . Company, about four 
Leagues to the Eaſtward of Succundee. 
12, CoMMENDA, a Fort belonging to 
the ſaid Company, about five Leagues 
Eaſtward of Shumab, and within Gun- ſhot 
of an Enghſh Fort. 

13. Sr. GEORGE DEL. Mina, the 

principal Fort belonging to the Dutch 
Weſt-India Company, on the Gold-Ceaſt, 
about four Leagues Eaſtward of Commenda. 
| 14. ST. Jaco, a Fort on the Top of a 
Hill, within Gun-ſhot of Sr. George Del 
Mina, E to the fame * 
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1 
15. Moux rA, a Fort belonging to the I pr 
Dutch Meſt-India Company, about four C. 
Leagues to the Eaſtward of St. George I ge 
Del Mina. ; apt Nee 
16. CORMANTINE, a Fort built by the N it 
Engliſh, and in the War in 166 5, taken WW a 
by the Dutch, and now belonging to the F 
Dutch Weſt- India Company, about five N w 
Leagues to the Eaſtward of Mourea. ba 
17. APoONG, a Fort belonging to the ¶ ot 
Dutch Weſi-India Company, about ten 
Leagues to the Eaſtward of Cormantine. Le 
| 18. BaRRacor, a Fort belonging to Cl 
| the Dutch We/t-India Company, about eleven ¶ th 
Leagues to the Eaſtward of Apong. 34 

19. AcRA, a Fort belonging to the 6. 
King of Denmark, about two Miles to the O. 
Eaſtward of the Dutch Fort. 
20. ST. LoanGo Sr. Paul's, in the 
Latitude of 10 Degrees, South, where the 
Portugueſe have ſeveral Forts and Settle- 
ments, and a large City ; and thereby carry 
on a very great and advantagious Inland 
Trade for ſome hundreds of Miles. 

By this Account of the Forts and Settle- 
ments of other Nations, we cannot doubt 
a Moment of the high Value they ſet upon 
the Trade to Africa, and with what Care, | 
Induſtry and Expence they have laboured 
to gain and ſecure to themſelves a Share 
therein, And, that we may be well ap 

3-7 prized 


— - 


—_— fe 
1 _—_— 
} - 2 
/. V8 

7 

165 
"889 
18 T3 
„ 
1 

. 
4 ** 's. 
"api 
5 
9 V ; 
20 
I 
Ls * Ki 
k SF: 
7 * 
. 
1. Eq 
: : 
s * 
1 
74. 
J , + 1 
4} :#- 
? 3+ 
i Th '. 
$2 
+15 
nt 
12 
N 3 
i z 
. 
5 
. 
94 
my * 
ne wt. 
3 3 
1 4 
. 4 
M 
ot © 
I'S 

1 

"#8 
} #9 

4 * 

| ; 

if 
BI. 
1 
* 
ol * 
„ 
N 1 in 

i& 451 

43 

„ 
f 1 

13 
28 

1 

"LM 
1 

1 
1 
1 ''@ % 

A 41. 
F'Y þ ® 
: 3 
1 
6.1 
. 
4 " þ 
1 3.58 

T's Wi. 
111 36 2 
1 
— 1 

Mil, 

14 
11 
N 
Fa * 

7 * q 
1. 
I 
1 
177 
19 

#; 

VS 
11 
1 
* 

1 
} N. © 


4 
7 L 
is 

is : 
4 
# 
15 
5 
ht 
j! 
1 
4 
. 

1 


DEE ans — 
— = tree: = WEL 

* 2 — — , 
— p NRA 


J 
r 
3 K 


8 WII Is Do IS RS Ht 
2 —— 2 hot 1 
— = —— — — 
. — — — IE Se 
5 | == 
— — — — — — 
N ITO I ICON — 
— —̃ ͤ— O_o 
. I. ot 2 . ok 5 
r . 


=" r r 
$ 4 — —— ESD * — 
— S r 2 — 
. — — x 3 
— — t I ITT EY RIB 2 


71070 


crized of the Part which the Reyal African 


Company of England have taken in this 


general Struggle, for the Security and Pre- 
ſervation of this Trade to theſe Kingdoms, 
it will be neceflary now to give the Reader 
a particular Account of our own Company's 


Forts and Settlements on the Coaſt of Africa, 


which they have erected and maintain'd, to 


ballance that great Weight of Power of 


other Nations; which are as follows, vig. 
I. CAPE-CoAs T- CASTLE, about three 


Leagues to the Eaſtward of the Dutch The Forts 


| Caſtle of St. George Del Mina; for which 
the preſent Company paid their Predeceſſors 


34,000 J. ſituated about the Middle of the Royal 


Gold-Coaft, The Fortifications confiſt of 


and made regular, as well as ten times 
larger and ſtronger, by the preſent Com- 
pany, with Stone, Brick, Tiles, Lime, and 
| Terras 3; and is a Security for all Ships in 
the Road; was many Years doing; having 
Apartments for the Company's Director- 


General, Chief Merchants, Chaplain, . Fac- 


tors, Writers, Surgeons, Artificers, and 
Soldiers; Magazines, Ware-bouſes, Store- 
houſes, Granaries, Guard-Rooms, two large 
Tanks or Ciſterns, built with Brick. and 
| Terras, ſent from England, and holding 
about 200 Tons, Repoſitories to lodge one 
1 thouſand 


Compan 
| Outworks, Platforms, and Baſtions, and of 1 1 | 
have been enlarged with new Buildings, "ous 
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(62) 
thouſand Negroes, and Vaults for Rum, Wink 
boujes for Smiths, Armourers, Coopers, and 

unters; fiſty-ſeven Great-Guns, Small. 
Arms, Blunderhuſſes Buccaneer Guns, Pi 
told, Cartouch- Boxes, Swords and Cutlaſs 
Ammunition for Gus ty and Small. 
Arms, Stores and Tools for Brickmaher, 
Bricklayers, Smiths, Carpenters, Conpers 
Surgeons, Armourers, Gunners, and Gar. 


diners, ſmall V. efſels, Pimntares, Canoes, and 


Men anſwerable, attending on the Call. 
and Garriſon, and fetching Stores to and 


from the Out- Forts. 


This Caſtle is fituated in Fetu, the Re. 
fidence of the Company's Director- General, 
who manages their I rade and Alliances 
with the ſeveral Kingdoms on the Gold: 
Coaſt, and opens a Trade to Fetu, Sabre, 
Cabeftera, Arcaina, Caffera, Dankera, and 
Ajhantee ; and is a Repoſitory of Merchan- 
dize for ſupply of all the Fuctories; with 
Ponds and Canals of Freth Water, and 
Gardens of a large Extent, producing all 
Neceſſaries for the Caſtle and Shipping, 28 
Plantaines, Bonanoes, Pine- Apples, Potta- 
foes, Tams, Corn, Colworts, Peas, Beans, 
Cabbages, and all other European Refreſh- 
ments. 

II. PRI PP's Toten x, built for the De- 


fence of the Negroe Town of Cape-Cuul, 


againſt any Inland Enem 
5 f 4 III. ForT- 


(:0g3); 

III. FoxT-RoyY AL, on the 2 4 
Hill; bought of the Danes by the preſent 
Company, for 4,597 4. and — to — | 
Defence and Security of A and 
the Ships in the Road. 

IV. QUzen Ann's Polxr, built for the 
Security of Cape-Cuaſt-Caſtle, and for pur- 
chaſing Corn, Negroes, and Gold. 

V. ANNAMABot Fox, built by the 
preſent Company. The Fontification-con- 
fiſts of Flankers, Outworks, Lodging-. 
Rooms, and Apartments for the Chief 
Factors, Writers, and Soldiers; Magazines 
and Store>bouſes, ten Great Gunt, Small. 
Arms, Blunderbuſſes, &c. Ammunition for 
Great Guns and Small Arms, Canoes, &c. 
attending the Building and Garriſon; a 
large Tank or Ciſtern, made with Brick and 
Tarras, ſent from England, with a Negroe- 
| Houſe for 150 Negroes. This Fort is fitu- 
ated in the Fanteen's Country, and opens a 
Trade to Fanteen, Braman, Acrong, Akim, 
Cabeſtras, and Arcania, for Gold, Corn, 
Paln- Oil, and Negroes &. 

VI. TanTUMQUERRY Fox, built by 
the preſent Company, with Apartments for 
the Chief, Factors, Writers, and Soldiers; 
a Magazine, and Guard-Room, a Tank, or 


This Fort was relinquiſh'd before 1730, but is ne- 
ceſſary to be reſettled again. 


large 


( 64) 

Arge Ciſtern made with Brick and Terras, 
ſent from England ; a Negroe- Houſe be 
| 50 Negroes, ſix Great Guns and Small- 
Cutlaſſes, and Ammunition for Great Guns 
and Small Arms. This Fort ſtands in the 
Acrong Country, and opens a Trade to 
Fanteen, Akim, and Anguina for Gold, 
Negroes, and Corn. 
VII. WinnzBan Fogr, built by the 
preſent Company. The Fortifications, four ¶ b 
Baſtions, Outworks, Apartments for the I 7 
Chief , Fuck „Mriters, and Soldiers; ar 
Magazines, and Guard-Rooms ; 2 7. an, Jy 
made with Brick and Tarras, ſent from Mt 1 
England, a Negroe-Houſe for 100 Negros, N 
fifteen Great Guns, Small Arms, Cutlatles, an 
and. Ammunition for the Great Guns and A 
Small Arms. This Fort ſtands in the fit 
Country of Anguina, and opens a Trade to 
Akim for Gold. and Negroes, and has a WM Le 
River of Freſh Water, to ſupply the Ships, MW 5 
alſo Timber and Fiſh-Shells for repairing WM ve 
ſome Parts of the Forts, and a little to the an- 
Weſtward, is a Hill thought to have Gold Ji Ci 
Mines. WI 
VIII. Acra ForrT, built by the preſent Lo 
Company. The Caſtle is four-ſquare, has F 
a Tower, Baſtions and Outworks, Apart- iſ Se 
zents for the Chief, Factors, Writers, and WM wit 
Soldiers; Magazinei, Guard. Rooms, and Wh and 


has a Tank, made with Brick and Tarras, 26 
gen . 
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(98) 
ſent from England, a Negroe- Houſe for 
1co Negroes, 30 Great Guns, Small Arms, 
Blunderbuſſes, and Ammunition for Great- 
Guns and Small Arms, and Stores for Ar- 
tificers. This Fort ſtands'in the Kingdom 
of Acra, and opens a Trade to Quambo, 
Aum, and Aquawoa, for Gold, Negroes, 
Elephant's-Teeth, and Salt. 
IX. WILLIA's FokT at Yhydab, built 
by the preſent Company, and hath Flar- 
Forms, Parades, Out-works, a Moat round, 
and Apartments for the Chief, Factors, 
| Writers, Surgeons, Artificers, and Soldiers; 
| Magazines, Store-houſes, a Guard- Room, a 
| Negroe- Houſe, 30 Great Guns, Small Arms 
and Ammunition for Great Guns and Small 
Arms, and Stores for Artificers, and is 
| ſituated in the Kingdom of Whydab 
KX. ComMenpDa Fo RT, about five 
Leagues Eaſtward of the Dutch Fort 
Shumab, built by the preſent Company, at 
very great Expence, maugre all the Intereſt 
and Oppoſition of the Dutch Weſt- India 
Company : The Fortification is four-ſquare, 
with four Ba/tions and a Tower; containing 
Lodging and Apartments for the Chief 
Factors, Writers, and Soldiers; Magazines, 
Store-bouſes, a Tank, or large Ciſtern, made 
with Brick and Tarras, ſent from England; 
and a . Negroe-Houſe for 1 50 Negroes ; 
26 Great Guns, with Small Arms, Stores 
h K „ 
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| Kingdom of Cafferoes, Donkaries, Aſhantzs 
' Negroes, 


hot of the Dutch Fort Succundee, bull 


Earn” 
8 
— 
— 


Durch M eſl. India Company, and the build 


at firſt; has 20 Great Guns, Small Arm, 


Leagues Eaſtward of the Dutch Fort, 


— re pe ue nr CO OO 


and Ammunition for Great Guns and Small 
Arms. This Fort ſtands in the Kingdon 
of Aguafee, and opens a Trade to the 


Arcama, Acqua, and Abrambo, for Gull 
Teeth, and Palm-Oil, _ 
XI. Svecunpss Fox, within Gun: 
by the preſent Company, in the Ante 
Country, near the Haboms; once take 
and deſtroy'd by Negroes, hired by th 


—— 
2 


ing thereof afierwards interrupted by the 
fame Intereſt. But ſince rebuilt, fortified, 
and made larger and ſtronger than it ws 


Stores, and alſo Lodging-Rooms and Apa C 
ments for the Chief, Taclors, Mriters au fo 
Soldiers ; Magazines and Store-houſes, wil! 
a Tank for Water, built with Brick au x. 
Tarras, ſent from England, and a N 
Hcuſe for 100 Negre s. 

XII. Dyxceve:ForT, about eig 


Cape Three- Points, built by the preſen 
Company, and is ſituated in the Au 
Country; the Fortification being foul 
ſquare, has four Baſtions, with 19 Graff 
Guns, Small Arms, and Stores; alſo Loi 
ing- Rooms, and Apartments for the CHN 
Factors, Writers, Soldiers, and 5 | Un 
gh: 


- 


(05.1 
Mazazines, and Store-houſes ; and opens a 
Trade to the ſeveral ers of Ka, 
Awawee, Warſaw, Dawakray, and Aſban- 
tee, Inland-Countries, for Gold, Elephant” s- 
Teeth, Negroes, and Corn; and furniſhes 
Timber, for the Repair of the other Forts, 
and Ships, and Water for Shipping and 
Limeſtones; is a commodious Place for 
careening ſmall Veſſels, has a Tank, or 


be large Ciſtern, made with Brick and Tarras, 
4. ſent from England, for holding Freſh Wa- 
beter, and a Negroe- Houſe for 100 Negroes. 

XIII. James ForT and IsLawD, in 


the River Gambia, on the North . Coaſt ; 
the whole 1/and walled round, Out-works, 
Great Guns, Small Arms, and Stores, 


„formerly mounted with go, now with 
W531 Great Guns, with ſeveral Ware-houſes, 
Rooms for the Governor, Factors, Writers, 
O cers, Saldiers, and Caftle-Slaves ; Work- 


Wouſes for Smiths, and other Artificers ; 
EMagazines and Store-houſes, and a Negroe- 
BHouſe for 200 Negroes. 
For near 800 Miles up this River, the 
Company have alſo the following Factories ; 
z. Geugia, Tancrowall, - Joar, Yanama- 
eu, Caſau, Bruco, Cuttelar, Samy, Wally, 
Famyamacunda, Faleodo, Baracunda ; which 
Baſt is within about 200 Miles of the Gold- 
lines. 8 


K 2 : XIV. 
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XIV. Bencs ISLAND *, and tlie 72 
of Jaſſa on the River Sier raleome : On the 
firſt was a Caſtle fortified, which in the 
late War was plundered by the French 
but the Company have lately reſettled the 
fame ; it has 50 Great Guns, Small Arms 
Stores, and alſo Lodging-Rooms and Apan. 
ments for the Chief, Factors, Writers, S. 
diers, Artificers, and Caſtle-S laves ; Mage: 
zines and Store-houſes, and a Negroe- 15 
for 100 Negroes, 


SnzzaR0, IN. 
ANNISHAM, 

A6Ga, On the Goll. 
SHIDOE, and ( Coaſt. 
ALLAMPo, Ts | 
Qv ITTAH, Under the Direc- 
Jacobi, 8 tion of Whydah. } 


Theſe are ſeven Fay. 
Houſes for purchaſing Ra. 
wood, Neproes, Gold, and 
Corn, which the Company 
ſettle, or withdraw, 2 


They ſee Occaſion, 


From this View of the State of the Fort 
and Settlements of other Nations, and tha 
of our own Company, the ſhort Queſtin 
is, N bat Parliamentary Allowance is abſolutty 
neceſſary to enable the Royal African Company 
io ſupport and maintain theſe Forts and St 
tlements, ſo as gffectually to ſecure this vals 
eble 'Trade to theſe Kingdoms, again/t ar 
Competitors, and the Native Enemies tht 


* The Company have had no Settlement there fin 
1728. 
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( 69) 
may raiſe againſt us, as, we ſee, they have 
heretofore done? 
To give proper Light into this Matter, 
will be neceſſary to enquire what pub- 
lick Support the Dutch and the French 
give to their African Companies ; and then 
we ſhall be at no Loſs to determine this 
Point, without Difficulty, or Perplexity. 
The Dutch, as appears by a Memorial 
given by their African Company to the 
States General in the Year 1714, allow 
them the following Encouragements - to 
| enable them to ſupport and maintain their 
Forts and Settlements, in Afr:ca. 


1. From the ſeveral Provin- What En- 

ces of North-Holland, Zealand, pet Hase, warte. 

| and Groningen, a Subſidy of — 438,600 Datch al- 
"Af A Duty of 3 per low their 

Cent. on all Goods and Mer- hm 

chandize exported to, or im- 

ported from any place. between 

Newfoundland and Cape Flori- 

da; a Duty alſo of 2 per Cent. 

on all Goods and Merchan- 

dize exported to, or imported 

from any Place on the Conti- 

nent of America, from Cape 

Florida to the River Oronoco, 

including Curaſſo; both which 

are 
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Flory per Am, 


38, 600 


are very moderately n | 


to amount at leaſt to — — 

3. A Duty of Five Flrins 
per laſt on all Ships trading to 
Cuba, Hiſpaniola, Famaica, Par- 


100,000 


10 Rico, and other Carribbee 


Iſlands; or to any place from 


the River Oronoco, to the 


Streights of Magellan and Te 
Maire, and from thence to the 


Streights of Annan, computed ' 


4 — W r 


One third of the neat In- 


come of the Colony of Suri 


nam, computed at — — 
. The clear. Profits. of the 


Colony of Jacape, computed at 


6. All the Profits arifing from 
Captures and Duties exacted 
from the Portugueſe, for Leave 
to Trade on the Coaſt of Afri- 


ca, eſtimated at — — 


1 oo, O00 


— 


e 


The Total of which reduced 


to Sterling Money, at Eleven 
Florins for one Pound Sterling, 


amounts xo — — — — 


271,000 


1 Sterl. 


2 4,7 00 
And 


: 


en 
And what is ſtill far ſuperior to all 
theſe Encouragements to ſupport the Pow- . 
er and Intereſt of the Dutch Com any, in 
Africa, is the Sole Privilege o all this 
Trade to themſelves; all the Profits up- 
on Negroes, Gold, Ivory, Gums, = 
which gives that Company ſuch-a Weight 
of Power and Influence in Africa, that 
we find they have made the Portugueſe 
Tributary to them, on thoſe Parts of the 
Coaſt which were formerly poſſeſſed by 


the Portugueſe themſelves. 
An Account of the Bounties, Exemp- 
tions, Privileges, and Encouragements g- 
ven by the French to their African Com- 
pany, taken from a Memorial of the De- 
| puties of the Council of Trade in France to | 
the Royal Council of Commerce there. | 
1. An Exemption from all 7 1 
local and Kriel Inland Du- be | | 
ties of any Kind, upon their 3 * 1 
Goods and Merchandize . give thatk | 
France, as alſo from all Dutzes African | 
for Merchandize exported to es [ 
Africa, wherewith to purchaſe | 


Negroes, Gold, Foory, &c. which, 
conſidering the Number of Ships E 
they employ in this Trade, can- . 


not be e at near fo 
= "mill 
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„ 

ſmall a Sum as 1 FO, 900 J. 
Sterling per Annum ; nor the 

whole Exemption at fo ſmall a ver Aun. Stell 

Rate as 3 per Cent. thereon, 3000 } 
2. An Exemption! from 5 
the Cuſtoms on all Sugars, and 
other Merchandize imported 
from the French anus and 
Colonies in America, being the 
Produce of the Sale of Negroes 
there; the Amount of which 
will appear by the following 


moderate Computation, VIZ. 


Suppoſe 15000 We ys 
( hereas good Judges reckon 
them not leſs than double that 
Number) are imported into 
the French Sugar Iſlands 

annually; and that 10000 of 

that Number ſhould be ſold 

for Sugar to be returned to 
France at the Rate of For- 
ty Hundred Weight of Su- 
gar only fer Head. 


The Duty on Importation of 
Sugar into France is 3 per 
Cent. on about Two-thirds. of 
the Value; which is at the 


Rate of 2 per Cent, And 
| 1 there 


(.78) 


Brought over — 


three Livres, or 25. 9d. Ster- 


Wing per Hundred Weight. 


Soars is computed at no more 
han 25 s. per hundred; which, 
upon 10,000 Negroes, makes 
100, ooo Weight of Sugar; 
ind this, at One per Cent. be⸗ 
Ing One Half of the Duty upon 
Importation, amounts to — 

| 400,000 Hundred Weight of 
zugar at 15. 4d. 4 per Hun- 
red, being Half of the above 
land Duty of Three Livres, 
F-25000. Sterling per Hun- 
red "TOR: s — 


here is alſo an Inland * of 


Suppoſe the Price of ſuch 


5oool 


27 . 


95. 2 d. Sterling, to be paid 
ut of the King's Revenue, for 
very Negroe carried to the 
ſnerica; which upon the ſaid 
5000 Negroes only, amounts to 
4. A Bounty of 95s. 2 d. for 
ery Ounce of Gold Duſt that 


A 3 of Ten Livres, 8 


Irench Jlands and Colonies in 


L *' * Carried over 


. 32,5001, 


— n. 


42,375. 
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chall be imported from Africa 


recollect how rich their Ships. 
min the Guinea Trade are in Gola 


is left out in this Accdunt, leſt any Ex 
other Article, Things .are extremely u 


ed with the Extent of the French Tral 


than the Advantage of all theſe Enco 
agements, is the Company's Sole P | 


( 5 ) 


1 Brought over, | 2 42,37 


- » ferAngStal, 


into France. 

Suppoſe only o Gajozace 
Gold imported from Africa into 
France, which is quite triffing 
and inconſiderable, when we 


as hath appeared by ſome late 
Ca tures, is! — 


. he Total is per Anmim in 
Sterling Money. — — — 44,67 


2200 


NB. The Bib RY of Duties d 
what the other five thouſand Negroes pr 
duce in C Mee, Indigo, Cotton, Cocoa, 6 

ration fhould appear; and in eve 


derated, which every one at all acquant 


as OSS SBSBOSOD tm reren 


to Africa and America, need not be 
prized of, a 

But what gives the French, as it dt 
the Dutch, ſtill a greater Weight of 
tereſt, Power and Authority in 4fri 


lge of this Trade, >xcluſ 
other Subjects of Francs. 17 
Now, ſimce it is the conſtant Rule of 
all wiſe Governments to. ſupport either 
of Themſelves, or by Alliances: ſuch a 
Degree of 8 and Power as {hall 
prevent their Trade from being ruined, 
or their State ſwallowed up by neigh- 
bouring Potentates ; and ſince under eve- 
ty wile Adminiſtration of Government © 
Bl the Br:tsſh Empire, it has been the 
conſtant Maxim to proportion the Strength 
of our Naval and Military Force in ge- 
neral, both at home and abroad to thoſe 
of our Rivals in Trade, far the Security 
and Protection of our on Commerce 
and Navigation; what Reaſon can be a- 
figned, Why any Exception ſhould be 
made in this particular Caſe of the Afri- 
can Trade If the States General of the Our Ra- 
United Provinces allow their Afritan ments t 
Company above 25, ooo. per annum; 22 
together with a Privilege of Trade, ex- ne 
cluſive of all tHe 8 57 Subjects of Hol- — to 
land, (which is more than equivalent choſe - 
to double that Sum beſides, = the our Inte. 
Weight of Power, Dominion, and Autho- reſt being 
rity it gives their Company with the Na- SO 
tives in Africa) : As the Dutch African in the Se- 
A . this <4; Support. or IE 
can Trade, 
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their Forts and Settlements, muſt not eve. 
ry Man of Senſe be at a loſs to Conceive 
why Great Britain ſhould not be at an 
equal" Expence to ſupport the Britiſh Fru 
and Settlements in Africa? - for is it pol 
fible for our National Company to main- 
"tain an equal Degree of Strength and 


Power for 10, ooo . per Annum, with. 


out an excluſive Privilege of Trade, 2 

the Dutch do for 2 F with an Oh 

clufrve Privilege © ? Wo 

Nor will it be. ſaid, that ads: Inter 

of Great Britain, is not as effentialh 

concerned to ſupport the Trade to Afi: 
ca, as that of the Dutch is to ſuppon 


theirs. For, has it not been made ap- 


pear; and indeed is it not allowed by al 
who are Judges, that the fundamental 


Support of the Britiſb Colonies and Pla. 
tations in America, is owing to Negros; 


- , wherewith"they can be Sie no where 
elle but from Africa? © 


Now, as the Dutch Colonies in hed 


c for Trade and Importance to the Stat 


General, bear no manner of Compariſon 
to the Britiſh, for their Trade and In- 
portance to theſe: Kingdoms, does it not 


follow from the plain Rule of Proportion, 
that the Support of the African Trad: 
Concerns us ſo much more eſſentially than 


it can do the Dutch, as our Intereſt in 4 


merica 


th 


F # i 
merica© is more conſiderably concerned 
there than Theirs is? Was this Rule of 
Proportion then to take Place in our pub- 
lick Meaſures, . inſtead / of our African 
Company having a national Support of har won 
10,000/. per Annum only, without an Ex- ſuch an In- 
cluſive Privilege, and the Dutch Company pe dam 
Ja Support of 2 5,090/. per Annum, with an thisTrade, 

| Excluſive Privilege, our Royal Company Jet =ttow 
. MW would have a Support in Proportion as the 3 3 
Superiority of our Weight of Intereſt in —_ for 
America exceeds - that of Holland; and © 8 
what that is, may be very eaſily deter- 
[mined from the Premiſes, but muſt be 
ſubmitted to the * Wiſdom of the 
Legiſlature, 

Moreover, Great Britain _ anotliee : 

Intereſt in preſerving the African 'Trade 
- beſides that of her Plantations, which is 
; {not to be contemned, though there hap- 
e pens a Ceſſation thereof at preſent by the 

War: I mean an Intereſt in ſupplying the 
Faniſb Weſt-Indies with Negroes, by a 
freſh Aſiento, upon a Pacification with 

that Crown. For the Advantages there- 
- Wot have not only proved very beneficial 
t to the Proprie tors of the South Sea Com- 
„any, and 'tis to be hoped: will do ſo 
conſiderably more hereafter, but alſo to 
the Nation in general, by a very great 
N Maas in the Exports of our Britiſo 
N — Manu- 
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( 78) 
| Manufactures to Spaniſh America, C 
Means of that TH 
And altho the Portugueſe have For 
and Settlements in Africa, yet they an 
not able to ſupply their Bragil Colors 
with Negroes ſufficiently, but have a5. 
plyed to the Engliſb for that Purpoſe: dl 
which Conſiderations - {till render the 
Trade to Africa of more Importance i 
this Nation; and therefore does it ng 
mauerit Support in egen to all Ad 
1 2 in ene „ae well es pee 
? 
With Regard to the national Suppl 
given by France to their African Cm 


The Inte pany, we have ſeen, by the moſt mode 


2 of no: Tate Computation, it amounts to no {> 
re 44,6711, Sterling per Annum ; togethe 
* alſo with a Privilege of Trade exclufine 

e than of all the Subjects of France; which 
— yet gives them, as it does the Dutch, no it 


alow ter onicerable Influence and - Authority 


Company among the Natives in Africa and haue 
above four not the French found their Account by 


times more 


than we do theſe Meaſures, in raiſing of their Sugo 


ous. and other Colonies to the Pitch we nov 


N e be, to the no ſmall l. 
of the Britiſb Plantations 35 | 

+ The Intereſt of France in their Plas 
tations in America, _ conſiderably 
Met 1 mae 


| t 
d 
8 
| 
E 
| © 
U 
v 
E 
1 
a 
8 
t 
f 
* 


een een 


n 

more than that of the States- Genera; and 
conſequently their Dependence upon the 
Sen Trad more in Proportion, we find 


by 


double what it is in Holland. eee 
French are wiſe enough to pr 


| Service. And fince the Brizi/h Intereſt in 
America may at preſent be ſaid to be ſu- 
perior to that of France, certainly our Sup- 


* == AS SS 


ferior to theirs. _ 
But, ſince extraordinary Succeſs hath at- 
| tended his Majeſty's Arms in America, by 


>» — 


low our Blow againft fuch a formidable 
Enemy, and totally ruin their Szgar and 
other Colonies; or at leaſt to do them all 
| the Dettiment that is in our Power ? But 
what Meaſures can Great - Britain take 
more effectually to this great and deſireable 


—̃ = > 


— — 


* 4 by whoſe Labour they have raiſed 

preſerve their American Colonies in 
general? and will not enabling our Africun 
y to exert themſelves there, And re- 
„trie de that Trade the French have wreſted 
from us, be the moſt natural way to : an- 
14 fret that defireable End ? 4 * 


' = 


E their national Support of this Trade is near 


Expence to the Importance of the — 
port of this Trade ought not to be at all in- 


| doing ſach remarkable Injury to the French 
Sugar Trade, does it not behove us to fol- 


Streng- 
thening 
the Hands 


— than to cut off their Reſource of of the 4f- 


ricanCom- 
any — 
moſt e 
N 
Way to 
ruin the 
French 
Colonies. 


Ga) 
Dy Virtue of the ſuperior National. A. 
kowance and Privilege, the French have Ju 
many Years taken upon them to Trade à MW ©* 
— within the Limits of | the Brit) NU 
Company's Charter, as of their own; while If. 
our Company have for. many Vears k. 2 
bour d under ſuch Diſcouragements, tha be. 


they have not been able to repel their info MY 
lent and ſhameful Encroachments: Nay, Ti 
ſo great is the Weight of Power the French * 
Company have obtained in Africa by theit 21 


ſuperior Encouragements, that they will na 
ſuffer a Britiſh: Veſſet to come in Time of M7 
Peace within many Leagues of their Settle- 
ments, without making Prize thereof. 80 
that if we expect to carry on the Trade to 
Africa upon the Foot of a free and open 
Trade, to as great Advantage as France does, 
muſt not the Britiſſß Company have an Equa- WW” 
lity of Support with the French; and ſome 5. 
Equivalent for the Privilege they have part- Br 
ed with, and the French poſſeſs, to put it 
in their Power to ſupport the Britiſb Rights, 
_ » Privileges, and Intereſt, in ſuch remote 
Parts, againſt all other Near in thei 
fulleſt Extent? _- 
Upon the Whole, therefore ; - What na- 
tional Support is indiſpenſably neceſſary for 
our African Company to enable them to 
maintain a Ballance of Intereſt: in Africa, 


can no longer be a * The requifite 
Fats 


(8) 

Facts and Materials, whereby to direct our 
judgment herein, are plainly and honeſtly 
exhibited, according to the beſt Informa- 


dn 1 have been able to obtain. So far 
{from exaggerating the Encouragements 
„ Weiven by France and Holland, they will 
+ W:cadily be allow'd to be conſiderably more, 
„by every one Who will give himſelf the 


, 7 rouble. to conſider the Computations, 
1 Wherefore, I cannot but be of Opinion, 
chat the E/imate deliver d into the Honour- 
alle Houſe of Commons by the Royal Afri- 
on Company for Support of their Forts and 
Settlements, is extremely modeſt ; , and, 1 
am afraid, unleſs the Power of France is 
conſiderably reduced, that will not, , even 
with the greateſt Frugality and Oeco- 
nomy, be ſufficient for the good Purpoſes 
intended. . 


Briti/h Nation ſo to reduce the Power of 


Ing us in the Trade of America, or en- - 
eaſing their Naval Power upon the Ruin 
of ours, Now is the Time, or, perhaps, 
Never, Let the Hands of the African 
Company be ſo ſtrengthen'd as to deſtroy 
e French Intereſt in Africa, and their 
ugar and other Colonies will ſoon be un- 
done; their Naval Strength be ſo reduced 
never again to have it in their Power 
M to 


But if it is the Intereſt and Deſire of the How to 


France, as to diſable them from ſupplant- of France. 


(82) 

to inſult us with Invaſions, and threaten us 
with the Subverſion of our happy Conſti 
tution. Let no Man boaſt of his being: 
Friend to the Intereſt of the Trade and 
Navigation of Great-Britain, or to the In: 
tereſt of the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment 
in his Majeſty's auguſt Houſe, who hl 
oppoſe” a Meaſure, that appears, even ty 
Demonſtration, ſo juſt, ſo reaſonable, and 
ſo national in itſelf, as the effectual Sup- 
po of the Royal African Company of En-. 

nd. But what Treatment and Regard ö 
this Company deſerves from the Nation 
will ſtill Father appear, by taking a ſhot a 
Review of the Treatment they have g. f 
ceived, Ge 
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of the Means by which-the pre- 
ſent Royal African Company has 
been ct to the State they 
are at. preſent in, and what 
Conſideration They merit from 
the Pu blick. 


A N Y hh are unacquainted with 
the Progreſs of this Company, are 
apt to entertain an Opinion, that their pre- 
ſent Condition has been owing to ſome 
Miſmanagement, and Male-adminiſtration 
in thoſe who have had the Conduct of the 
Company's Affairs: And, indeed, I was once 
ef the ſame Opinion myſelf Nor is it at all 
| unnatural to be led into this Way of judg- 
ing; for this Trade being ſo apparently 
beneficial ; and the Company having the 
Advantage of Forts and Settlements happily 
ſituated for the beneficial Cultivation of 
this Commerce, People are eaſily led to be- 
lere, that a Company thus circumſtanced, 

as being, in the very Center, as it were, 
of all the Treaſures in Africa, cannot be 
| reduced to the State the preſent Company 


is without ſome ſiniſter, corrupt, or frau- 
"M2 dulent 


684). 
dulent Management, ſome- where or other, 
This having been too much the Caf 
among great Societies and Corporations 
theſe Suſpicions are very naturally raiſed 
in the Minds of Men: And when ſuch lu. 
ſinuations are heighthen'd and exaggerated 
by thoſe who have been call'd to Account 
How Pre- by the Company for abuſing the Truſt re. 
+= 1 poſed in them; and by others who han 
nid a- Weakly imagined, that the Proſperity af 
bainſt the this Company i is incompatible with thei 
3 private Intereſt, and therefore have en- 
deavour d its Ruin: This being the Caf 
how ſhould the Publick be otherwiſe tha 
liable to be miſled and impoſed upon, with 
Regard to the Conduct of this Company: 
Affairs? And therefore it has become ne- 
ceſſary to diſabuſe thoſe who have be 
groundleſsly prepoſſeſſed, either againſt the 
Merit or Managers of this Corporation, {el 
the Publick Intereſts, as well as thoſe df 
the Company, ſhould ſuſtain an irrepar- 
ble Loſs, _ 
And this I ſhall do from the plain St 
of the Facts, as they fall before me in te 
Order of Time; for they will ſpeak fa 
themſelves; nor do they need any fall 
Expence Colouring, was I that way diſpos d. 


Comp From the Detail before given of the 
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2 3 
on the Coaſt of Africa; every one will 
eaſily judge of the extraordinary Charge, 
1, Wwhich of Neceſſity muſt ariſe in the erect- 
Weg ing and preſerving ſuch remote Buildin 

1. N and Fortifications, by ſending from hence 
ated BY Br; cks, Tiles, Tarras, Lead, TIron-Work, 
un By Brards, Timber; and all other Stores, Tools 
fe. ¶ and Materials requiſite for the fame, and 
in contracting with, hiring and tranſporting 
Soldiers, Carpenters, Smiths, Bricklayers, 
Maſons, Armourers, Brick-makers, Coopers, 
Sawyers, and Variety of other neceſſary 
Artificers ; and what ſtill added more to 
this great Charge and Expence, was the 
Paying and Maintaining them in Africa, 
and from Time to Time ſupplying and 
| recruiting the ſame, for many Years to- 
gether, as well by Reaſon of the Inſults 


land, and afterwards twice with France, 
before the Company could eſtabliſh the 
Trade: As alſo the Hiring, and Wear and 
Tear of Shipping, and being under the 
Neceſſity of keeping Veſſels of conſidera- 
ble Force in Africa, upon Demurrage, for 
de Aſſiſtance and Protection of ſuch con- 
ſiderable Undertakings, in Oppoſition to all 
the Efforts of our Rivals, to prevent the 
Company's Succeſs. To which may be 
added, the extraordinary Charge and Ex- 
pence in obtaining Grants and Agreements, 
4 | and 
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(86) 


and * and ſupporting Alliances wit 
the ſeveral Kings, Queens, and Great Mn 
of the Country; as well in order to mf 
Settlements, and build Forts, as to contribut 
to defend the Company againſt the ſiniſta 
and undermining Deſigns of other Eurqpea 
Competitors in that Country. | bare 
AnExclu-, And, what can WC imagine could in. Wall 
aa He oy wy dace this Company to ſink ſo immenſe n Cor 
Induce- Expence in Africa? Certainly nothing lc 
ment. than the ſecure and inviolable Poſſeſſion, à Wand 
they imagin d, of this Trade to themſelve, 
excluſive of all other Subjects of En gland 

for a Term, of Years ſuitable to No Ex. 

pence and Hazard of the Undertaking, 

For, are not the firſt Attempts to male 
foreign Settlements among barbarous and 
uncivilized Nations, always attended with 

very great Hazard and Expenee ? And is it 

not the Policy of all Trading Nations in 
Europe, to grant the firſt Adventurers ſuch 
Privileges, Immunities and Encouragements 

as are ſuitable to the Riſque and Contin- 
gency of their Engagements ? Was not 

this the Riſe of Excluſiue Grants and Pri. 
viuleges to io corporated Trading Societies; 
Who, with a Joint Stock, were induced to 
engage in ſuch foreign, commercial Enter- 

prizes, as no private Traders would ever 
attempt ? Did not fuch-like Encourage- 


ments give Birth to our  Eaft-India and 
* South- 


7 (8) 
Sul. Sea Trader? Have not encouraging 8 
Grants from the Crown alſo cauſed the 
Eſtabliſh ment of Ma, yland, Fenſilania, 
and all other our Colonies? By theſe Means 
likewiſe, has not all foreign Trade in bar- 
barous and diſtant Countries been ſettled by 
all Nations who are eonficdetable for wen 
Commerce? 

Well; the ita W - ünerts 
4 Wand ha pily - accompliſh'd the Eftabliſh- 
ment of this Trade ; and they did it from 
che fame reaſonable Virtus 1944 Motives as 
other prudent Bodies of Traders have act- 
ed, in this, and all other Trading Coun- 
ties. The preſent Royal African ras 
we have ſeen, was incorporated by King 
Charles II. by Letters Patents under the 
_ Seal of England, bearing Date the 
of September, 1672 ; which 


* — aac — — 4 TH =» © Wo | - 


id 1 all, and ſingular the Lands, The Com 
| Countries, "Forms, Roads, Ri vers, nl pany's 


other Places in Africa, from the Port "of 
Sally, zn Sonth-Barbary, fo the Cape of 
Good-Hope ; for, and during the Term of 
One Thouſand Years ; with the ſele, entire, 
and only Trade and Traffick in, to, and from 
the faid Countries and Places ; "with. Pro- 
bibition to all other his Subj 2 to viſit or 
frequent the ſame,” without the Licence and 
Conſent of. the ſaid Company : And alſo 
* fuch other Powers and Pri vi leges, as 

were 


*4 = 
1 
Ea * 
* 
1 
1 
F$&:- 
4 
2 is 
114 
an 
=, 
{BY 
1 3 
f 2 
14 
ö 1 
145 
« m al 
19 * 
WES 
+: 
1 p # 
n 
| 2 
5 * 
4 * 
PS: 
11 
2 
2 „ 
1 
2:23 
"WM... 
1 
A: * 
1 
N 
E 
. 
174 
F 1 
k 18 
75 
1 
; is \ 
4 
1 7 
1 
ew 
0 
11 1 
1 
is 
1 
17 
1 
ia. 
0 
1 
þ 4 
+ 9 
5 
11 
* 
25 
17 
1 
* 
* 
l 1 
$6 
1 
L 
4.188 
* 
40 
17 
1 
12 
E 
N 
42" 
K 
N 
7 
1 . 
13 
"aff 
N 
[ 
7 
3 
2 
1 
5 
itt 
£1 
i 
2 
s 
( 
4 
fa 
. 
: 1 
4 
uy 
) 
111 
1 
+4 
Up 
44 
7 
3 
? 
}þ 
4 


; 
ö 
| 


ITI EDI 
— Re 
pr 5 — n f ; 2 * - 
22 Ts, FE - 2 Dir A ie 2- Err r K 2 . 3 8 
K K — — — AN N — 7 — — — 3 

; £ * — * 3 : 5 £ r . N * p — won — * —_ - > 6 FC St mc oy ng © 

OE 3 T 1 = 8 p — y * ** 2 r bn = - — - : — — — 

. — — 2 my — — = bo. RES 8 
8 . ſos _— DID => — Wo. 8 — * = 2 5 — 


— 
— 


3 T 
2 
— e * 
F 
— — 2 i Bl 
— — k 


Cu) | 
| were then judg'd proper and neceſſary fy 
enabling and encouraging them to un. 
dertake and accompliſh ſo hazardous an 
e, 4... ::: 
Upon this Foundation the preſent Com. 
pany undertook the Eſtabliſhment of th; 
Trade, at an immenſe Expence, as we 
have already ſeen : And would not any one 
believe, that this was a very ſecure Foun. 
dation for the Company to build upon ? 
But by Reaſon of the War, firſt with 
Holland, and afterwards twice with Franc, 
we may eaſily believe it took up mam 
Years to eſtabliſh this Trade, to build fuch 
a Number of Forts and Settlements, as de- 
ſcribed, and make proper Alliances with 
the native Barbarians, before the Company 
were in a Capacity to reap any great Ad- 
vantages by the Trade. 
However; ſo early as in the Year 1697, 
which was but twenty-five Years after the 
Their Ex. aboveſaid Grant in 1672, private Trader 
dude, began to have a Reliſh for the Sweets of 


Privilege 


ſuſpended, this Commerce, and envying the Company 


aud Pro- the ſole Poſſeſſion of it, began, as is uſual 


reſs of - ; 
= Com. on theſe Occaſions, to raiſe a Clamour 


panylince. againſt Monopolies in general, in Order to 
break into the Company's Privilege, and 
ſhare with them in the Profits of a Trade 
they had never advanced one Shilling to 

raiſe : And the Outcry preyail'd to ſuch a 

. . Degree, 


(39). 
Degree, that at length the Parliament took 
the Trade to Africa into their Conſidera- 
tion, and laid at at once open to all the 
Kubjects of England for thirteen Years, and 
rum thence to the End of the next Sefion of 
Þ7r/;ament ; but in Regard that the Royal 
ffrican Company of England had been at 
he great Expence of building. and main- 
aining a Conſiderable Number of Forts, 
aftles, and Factories, on the Coaſt of 
{frica.; and which the Parliament likewiſe 
judg d neceſſary to be kept up and main- 
ain d in future, for the Preſervation, and 
better catrying on this Trade, they were 
further pleaſed to impoſèe a Duty of Ten pen 
Cent. ad Valorem, on all Goods and Mer- 
chandize exported to Africa, during the 
ſaid Term of Thirteen Years, Cc. to be 
anſwer'd and paid to the Company for 
enabling them to keep and maintain their 
Forts and Caftles, Bf 

This Act continued in Force from the 
24th of June, 1698, to the 24th of June, 
1712; in which Time the Charges which 
the Company were at in maintaining their 
Forts and Caſtles amounted, at a Medium, 
to 20, ooo l. per Annum; and in fourteen 
Years to 280,000 J. in the Whole. 
The Duty which the ſeparate Traders 
paid in the ſame Time, amounted, in 
the Whole, to 73,785 J. 105. 64. 2 


and 
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and no more. From whence it appear; 


that, even while that Act continued in 
Force, the Total of the Ten per Cent Dui 
came A” ſhort of one third Part of th: 


Charge and Expence which the Company 


were at in maintaining the Forts and Caſtle 
for the Publick Benefit. 

From the Expiration of the faid Ad, 
in 1712, to the Year 1730, all other bi 
Majeſty's Subjects have traded as free) 
and openly to all Parts of Africa, as thy 
did under the Authority of the faid AG; 
and the Company have, at their own fol 
Coſt and Charge, been under the Neceſ 
ſity of defraying the whole Expence «i 
maintaining their Forts and Caſtles, or be 


coming Acceſſaries to the entire Loſs of te 


Trade to Africa, and conſequently to the uli 
Ruin of all our Colonies and Plantations it 
America, by relinquiſbing and abandoniny 
their Forts and Caſtles, to be ſeized ani 
poſſeſſed by fuch Foreign Nations as have ben 


long watching for an Opportunity to get * 
into their Hande. 


On the 26th of March, 1730, 
Houſe of Commons came to the aun 
ing Reſolutions ; viz, © 1. That the Trac 
ce to Africa ought always to remain fre 
< and open to all His Majeſty's Subjects. 
c 2. That the Trade and Navigation to 


" *. ought never to be Ou wich 
cc — an 


( 92) 
ears any Duty for the Maintenance of the 
| Mc Britiſp Forts and Settlements belonging 
ul Wc to the Company.” © 3. That it was 
tte neceſſary to keep up and maintain the 
any Wc Britiſſ Forts and Settlements on the Coaſt 
fa, of Africa.” © 4. That an Allowance 
« ought to be made by Parliament to the 
ac Company, to maintain and ſupport the 
bs We Gid Forts and Settlements.” 2 
ee In Purſuance of theſe Reſolutions, it 
he was voted, in a Committee of Supply, That 
the Sum of 10,000 /. be granted to His 
Majeſty, to be applied towards the Main- 
tenance of the Britiſh Forts and Settlements, . 
belonging to the Royal African Company of 
England on the Coaſt of Africa; which 
aid Sum was paid to the Company ac- 
cordingly: And, upon the Company's pe- 
titioning the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons every Vear ſince, excepting the Vear 
1744, they have been pleaſed to grant the 
like Sum; which, with ſeveral conſiderable 
additional Sums, has been, from. Time to 
Time apply'd accordingly. irs 
de In the Year 1744, the Company peti- 
""Wtioned the Parliament, ſetting forth the Ne- 
eg ceflity they were under of having a further 
© WF additional Support for the Maintenance of 
heir Forts and Settlements ; and praying, 
0 provided the Parliament ſhould not pleaſe 
1 grant their humble Requeſt, that they 
would be pleaſed to take the Forts and Sei- 
N N 2 ftlements 


(92) 
ftements into their own Hands; and pra 
the Compan 8 a valuable Confideration fot 
the ſame, 


Whereupon the table Houſe 


Commons was pleaſed to appoint a Com. 
mittee to enquire into the State of thi 
Trade to Africa ; and, if I am rightly in 
form'd, the ſaid Committee, after the mof 
ſtrict and mature En uiry into the State 
of the Company's Affairs, made a ver 
particular Report, whereby 1t appear'd 
that the ſaid CITY had expended an 
the Preſervation of the Trade, upward 
of 100,000 J. in fourteen Years, precediny 
December 31, 1743, above what they had 
received of the Parliament for that Service 

n which, in a Committee of the whok 
Houſe of Commons, the Parliament wete 


pleas'd to grant the Company 26, ooo 


for the Current Service. And for the la 
Year'they were pleaſed to addreſs his Ma 
jeſty to allow them fo, ooo J. only, the 
Committee of Supply having unaccountably 
been cloſed, before any Proviſion was made 
for them. 

From this the domeſtic State and Proprek 
of the African Company, joined in Col. 
ſideration with their State and Progreſs i 
Africa, from the Treatment of the Frent 
and the Dutch, how was it poſſible for thi 
Company to enjoy any tolerable Series cf 


Prof: 


( 93) 
Proſperity ? On the contrary, have we not 
great Reaſon to be ſurprized, that this 


have any Remains of the Trade to Africa 
left; and confequently, that our Colonies 
ind Plantations have not been abſolutely 
ruin'd and undone, and thoſe of the French 
n a much greater State of Proſperity than 
hey were-before the preſent War? 


liſh'd by a Royal Charter, under the Greaf= 
al of England, for no leſs than One Thou- 


five of all other the Subjects of England 
And this Encouragement by Authority in- 
duced them to expend above a Million of 
Money in Fortifieations, But how long 
did they enjoy the Benefits of this Royal 
Charter > Why, truly, Twenty-frve Years 
a- Jony; and Twenty of theſe were ſpent 
he chiefly in laying ont their Money ! Now, 
if there is no Validity in Royal Charters of 
this Kind; if the King had not, by Law, 
a Power to grant the Trade to ſome Per- 
ons, excluſive of others, was it not a very 
„great Hardſhip upon this Company, that 


n Wthey were fo early deprived of their Exclu- 


0 i five Privilege? It was not poffible in fo ſhort 
on | Compaſs of Years, for the Adventurers 
i [0 * any reaſonable Compenſation for 
| | the 


This Company, we have ſeen, was eſta- 


nd Years, with a Privilege of Trade, exclu- - 


dompany ſhould, at this tithe-of-day, have a wonder 


he Shadow of a Being at all? or that we CO 


iſts at all. 
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„ 
the great Expence of their firſt Undertz. 
king and Adventures; and therefore ng. 
thing can be more repugnant to the eter. 
nal Laws of Equity, Juſtice, and nation 
Faith, than to ſuſpend the Company's Pr; 
vilege without making them a reaſonable 
Compenſation ; fince they had not time 
to obtain it by the Benefits of the Trade 
It was certainly upon the publick Faith, a 
leaſt tacitly given, that the Adventuren 
ſubſcribed a large Part of their Subſtance 
to ſupport this Trade, during three hazar. 
dous Wars for the Honour of England 
-for the Encreaſe of Navigation, and the 
Have ſtill Advance of Commerce. If it was for the 
a. coli general Intereſt of the Nation, that the 
Compen- Trade to Africa ſhould be laid open be- 
farion fo fore its firſt Settlers could gain a penn 


Suſpenſion —_ : 
e e by it, did not, and does not to this pre- 


Royal ſent day, the good Faith and Honour of 


Charter. 


the Nation ſtand obliged to make the 
Company ſome juſt and reaſonable Com- 
penſation? But as they have never yet 
had any, is not this Cauſe ſufficient to ac- 
count for their preſent Condition? 
The Duty of Ten per Cent. was nd 


. given the Company as a national Com- 
Ten per penfation for the Suſpenſion of their Roy. 


1 al Charter ; it was given them for the 


onExpor to 


allowed future Support and Maintenance of ther 


che Com: forts and Caſtles, tor the publick Adyan- 
tage; 


( 96) 


their Fortifications in Africa at their * 

ſole Expence, for the Benefit of all p 
vate Traders, or muſt have W. 
them to our Rivals on that Coaſt, there 
by added to their Strength, and quite lof 

our own. |! 

At length, quite wearied out with pub. 
lick Neglect; and the Expence of thei 
Forts devouring more than the Profits d 
their Trade; the Company thus abandonet 
and diſcouraged, ready to fall to pieces, and 
become quite annihilated ; yet having fied. 
dy and honeſt Men to ſuppport them t 
the laſt Extremity, they came to a Ref 
lation to make 'one Effort more, as they 
had made many to the Publick in Vain 
before they would come to a Determinatin 
to relinquiſh the Trade to our Enemies, 
Accordingly, upon their Petition i 
1730. to the Honourable Houſe of Com: 
mons, they obtained 10, aoo/. to enabk 
them to ſupport their Forts and Seth: 
ments; which as obſerved; upon petition: 
ng the Parliament every Year ſince hai 
been continued to them to the Year 174 Fi. 
as before mentioned. lc 
Thus the Company received a Kind d 2 

temporary Reprieve.; for it has provel 
no better. For what avails 10, ooo n 
Annum to ſupport Forts and Sete t. 
ments; Which ſince that, have coſt then 
| near 
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near Seventeen thouſand Pounds a Year, 
4s hath appeared before a Committee of 
the Houſe of Commons; and yet they 


have been maintained but in a very poor 
and mean Way , for how fat will Forty 
or even Fifty Thouſand Pounds a Year 
go in maintaining Fortifications in diſtant 
Countries that motint above T'wo hun- 
dred and fifty Pieces. of Cannon ; and 


might do conſiderably more, were they 


ſupported as they ought to be? 

Since then the Company have expend- 
ed, in Support of their Forts and Settle- 
ments for the general Benefit of the Pub- 
lick, from December the 3 1, 1729. to 


December the 3 1ſt, 1743, above 100,000), The Ex. 


pence o 
: | the Com- 
lick Money, what is the Company the pany more 


3 -. than they 
better for 10,000 J. per Annum? Has it Leer er 


had any other Effect than to encourage ceived, 
them to run more and more in Debt, —_ 
to be ruined by Piece-Meal, and the whole gs 5 


Trade too by gradual and imperceptible Allow. 
Degrees ? For as the Company has been _ 


more than they have received of the Pub- 


in a lingering conſumptive Condition ; 
ſo has this Trade in general: which will 
appear from the following Facts. 

1. Twenty Years ago, the French were 
not permitted nor did they pretend to 


ſtop and trade at all on any Part of the 
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and Settlemints he... But for 'many year 


Along this Part of the Coaſt, and 
more particularly at Anamboe, willi 
Sight of Cape Coaſt Caſtle; from whence 
they have carried off yearly more thin 


How the. 
Trade in 
general 
has decli- / 
ned by 


Neglect of with the tenth Part 15 that N andker 


the Com- 
Pany. 


” Mctropolis of the Kingdom to that Co: 
is dwindled from 6525 to leſs than i 


moſt of the Ships employed i in this Trad 
"Whydah Trade by the French, where t q 


before the Beard of Trade, Liſts of the 
Shipping then employed by them in thi 
Trade; from which it appeared, that 
each of thoſe Places had then above even 


have at preſent above thirty ive Sail in thi 


® |  - ok 
G cha Where the Company' $ Fart 


—— —Y 8 


paſt, they have traded very freely al 


mp „ 


10,000 of the cboi. 60 Negroes to thei 
Sugar Colonies in America; whereas al 
the Engliſh private Traders put together, 
have not, in any one of thoſe ir 
ſupplied our Plantations, from thenc, 


Yy — 4 4 — wy, Wrewd _ 


2. Jam well informed, that about twen 
Vears ago, the ſeparate Trader 0 
Londen, Briſtol, and Liverpool, produce 


ty Sail employed therein, whereas now it 
is certainly known, and admitted on i 
Hands, that neither Briſtol, nor Liverpu 


Trade; and that the Trade of this gre 


Sail: and it is alſo as well known, th: 


OW P 5 — . 2 2 — ff, wy — fy 


are now beat out of the Gold Coaſt ani 


2 


1 


l 


(98): 
beſt and. barg lerviceable Negroes are 


only., to, be got; and are forced to 


ſeek for what Trade they can. get 


in the Pigbt, Calebar, and other con- 


paratively obſcure Holes and, Corners. 


Theſe are. Fagfs publickly and notoriouſly | 


known to all the Trading World; and the 


Company have omitted no, Opportunity 
to apprize. the Publick of the fame : 1 


with what, Candayr” and Regard. ſuch Ad- 
vices Have been received, is ſo well 
known, and fo fagrapt, that I ſhall. ra- 
ther. chuſe. to be lent than to add Mo | 


Thing to the Blaze. 
And now I leave every Ty, and i im-, 


partial Engl? ;ſbman, to Judge of the real. 


Grigvances, Hardſhips aud Diſcourage- 
ments this valuable Company. have un- 


dergone: Every Man of the plaineſt, 
Underſtanding. may. now eafily judge, 
whether the Reben State of this Compa- 
5 has been owing to the Miſconduct of! 
(4 


Preſent 
State of 
the Com- 
pany ow- 
Ing to 


ntlemen who have had the Direction, of no miſ- 


the Company's Affairs, or to Publick.; 
Neglect and Diſcourag ement! Where, or 
upon Whom, the Fault is to be laid, I 
leave to others to. determine; But we 


conduct 
in the 
Managers. 


have this Conſolation; ; that ſtill the Com 


pany exiſts: and the Time ſeems to be 
come, that a Concurrence of happy Cir- 
cumſtances, conſpires to the Re-eſtabliſh- 

2 ment 


ß —„ 


n * —_— 


( 100 OY 
ment of this Coupes and of the Com- 
merce in general. We have a Miniſtry 
now from whoſe Ability and Integrity, 
the Nation has great Expectation; and if 
our Trade to Africa and America is net 
to be put upon a proſperous Footing nom, 
we can never hope for it hereafter, Now is 
the Time to ſtrike the fatal Blow to the 
French Trade in Africa and America; now 
the Time to raiſe our Trade to Africa 
for Negroes, Gold, &c. and for ever to 

_ eſtabliſh our Sugar and other Colonzes, that 
France may never more have it in Her 
Power to raiſe their Naval Force upon the 
Ruin of theſe our moſt valuable Trades; 
thereby inſult the Brz71/þ Coaſts, and 
threaten us with Invaſions to ſubvert the 
beſt conſtituted Government in the whole 
World, 3 * 
By what Means this Trade and Com- 
pany may be effectually reſtored to the 
Honour and Intereſt of the Nation, 1 
ſhall beg leave to give my Opinion under 
the next Head, which is humbly ſubmit- 
ted to the great Wiſdom of that auguſt 
Aſſembly, who I am perſwaded are as 
willing as able to redreſs all our Grievan- 
ces, when they are made truly ſenſible of 


Them. 
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CHAP. vl. 


Of the Foundation of the Trade 
of the Royal African Compa- 
ny, and of the Value of their 


| Forts and gran in r nN ; 
| 

) I; cannot "= expected that any Pro- 

| tion whatever to ſecure, tevive and 

abit this Trade and Company, will 
meet with the Approbation and Encour- 


that this Trading Corporation have really 
and truly a good and ſolid F oundation, upon 
brhich Adventurers may, with Security, 


- [{Monable Advantage. 

e The firſt and principal Conſideration 
| {Wherefore with New Subſcribers will be 
r Ihe Relation which this Trade and Com- 
- {any ſtand in to the Publick Intereſts ; 
ſt Pecauſe they will be capable thereby of 
1s adging of the Stability and Duration of 
-die Trade and Company, and conſequent- 
F af the natural Ebbs and Flows to which 


he Value of their Property may be e- 
Ted to be liable, 1 * 
; With 


agement of the Publick, unleſs it appears 


pdvance their Money, and that to a rea- 


8 114 + wt As 
r en A 00 50 . 4 , —— 4 — 9c 1 2 2 
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(94), 
With Reſpect to this Point, it may be 
neceſſary to obſerve, that the Nature and 


How the Conſtitution, of this Company is quite 


Nation is . a | A 
<p” K. national; the Trade being founded on 


in duly the laſting Intereſt of the Nation, can 

A Trade not be len up. without, che, Ryin, of 

and Com- the Nation. * 

pany. How far this Trade and Company can 
be ſaid. to be national, may be conſidered 
under the following Heads; vig. 


I.—Becauſe the Trade to Africa only, 
furniſhes the Britz/h Colonies. and 
Plantations in America with Negros, 
for the Production of Sugar, Te 
bacco, Rice, Rum, Molaſſes, Tnqigy, 
Coffee, | Cotton, Pimanto, Fuſion, 
Ginger, and all other Kind of Plan 
PPP +. 
Therefore this Trade is national, as it 
tends to preſerve the very Being as 
well as the constant Proſperity of the 
Britiſh Plantations. in general. 


II.— Becauſe the Trade to Africa on, 
can enable Great, Britain to vye 
in Plantation Commerce with our 


Rivals therein, prevent their Superi- 
_  ority of Trade and Navigation in 4- 
 merica, and conſequently their, bc 
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© coming ſuperior in Wealth and Na- 
val Power. > | 
e Therefore this Trade is national as it will 


1 N our Loſs of the Empire and 
„Dominion of the Seas. 
F III.— Becauſe the Trade to Africa only 


1 can impower Great Britain to ſup- 
Ply the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies with Ne- 
 _. « groes to Work their Mines in Ame- 
Tia; Without which they can have 
very little Treaſure from their Spani ſb 
Colonies. | | 
Therefore the Negroe Trade is national, 
With Regard to Spain, being likely to 
afford the Nation conſiderable Profit 
8 (vg in future, as it hath heretofore 
ONE, | | 


i 1V.—Beckuſe, by Means of the African 


: Trade only, we have it in our Power 
1 to ſupply the Neceſſities of the Por- 
tugueſe for Negroes wherewith to 

work their Brazil Mines s. 
ö * Tho' the Portugue/e have ſome Settlements in Africa. 


, yet fince the Dutch have ſo greatly got the upper- hand of 
them, they have very little cultivated this Trade; and 
therefore ſtand in need of being ſupply'd with the mott 
. conſiderable Part of their Negroes for the Prazils; and we 
are the beſt able to ſupply them. And although our ſup | 
Eins both the Spaniſb and Portugreſe Colonies in America 
with Negroes is juſtiſiable, becauſe they do no: make ute 
vs 


- 


( 104.) 
Therefore. the Negroe-Trade is nation 
with Regard to Bengel | 


44. Becauſe the dire Trade to Africy 
takes off very large Quantities of the 
Britiſh Manufa&ures, and does not 
put us under the Neceſſity of taking 
any Mangfactures Whatever from 
thence in Return ; ſo that this Trade 
in no Reſpect interferes with the In. 
duſtry of Brit:/h Artificers and Man. 
facturers of any Kind but always haz 
and always wil afford Great-Britas 
a Ballance of Trade in Gold, in Pro. 
portion to the Degree and Extent, we 

call be enabled to carry it on. 

Therefore this direct Trade is more profi- 
able to the Nation as well as Adven- 
turers, than any other Branch belong: 
ing to the Britiſh Empire. .- 
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The InTxREST of the Nation in gene- 
ral being ſo nearly and eſſentially conne&- 
ed with the Trade to Erk and this 
Trade being inſupportable without Forts 
and Settlements, no Company in this, or 


. » ap ets nad Sek Gln Sad 


of their Labour to interfere with the 3 oſ the 
Eri iſp Plantations ; yet it is very unjuſtifiable, as being 
highly injurious to the Intereſt of our Colonies, to ſuffer 
ihe French to have a fingle Negroe, either by way of our 
F * or from our African Settlements. K 
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any other State, can have a better Foun- 
dation for laſting Proſperity than the Royal 
African Company of England, has. And 
certainly this ought, and will be the pri- 
mary Conſideration with Adventurers; for 


if this Trade exported our Specie, or Bul-s 


lion, inſtead of bringing home the latter ; 
or if it imported foreign Manufactures that 
drained the Nation of its Ca/h, and de- 
prived our Britiſh Artificers and Manu- 


facturers of their daily Bread; or if this 


Trade over-run the Kingdom with Baubles 
and Superfluities that depend on meer Ca- 
price and Humour, temporary Mode and 
Faſhion : If this Trade tended to im- 
poveriſh inſtead of enriching and aggran- 
dizing the Nation, it would be right to let 
it fink ; it would deſerve neither the leaſt 


| Encouragement from the Pubhck, or Ad- 


venturers But as the contrary of all this is 


ſelf- evident, this Company has the greateſt 


Reaſon to expect Encouragement from 


| both. 


Since then the Trade of this Corpora- 4.17. 
tion is apparently national, the Value of of the 
their Property in Africa ought to be con- my oat 
ſider'd in a national Light; and if fo, let and Ser 
us endeavour in ſome Degree to aſcertain S 
its Value, RS on ow 
To this End, let us ſuppoſe for a Mo- tonal | 
ment; and it is a Suppoſition pleaſing 
Pr hs enough 
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enongh i in Idea, that all the French Colonies 
and Plantations in America, were ſoon to 
change Hands, and fall into thoſe of any. 
Proteſtant Potentate, either into thoſe of the 
Dane or the Swede, &c. who would glad- 
ly accept the ſame under Guarantee of the 
Maritime Powers : Let us ſuppoſe either of 
theſe Powers in Treaty with: France for 
the Sale of their African Forts and Settle t 
ments, in order to ſupply their new Poſ- 8 
feſſions with Negroes, what may we rex n 
fonably preſume France would urge upon 
ſuch a Negotiation ? 

Would they not ſet a Value upon thoſe 
TheValue Sertlements ſomething proportionate to the 
8 Advantage they would be of to the Pro- 
Hic poſing Furchaſer? To: this End, would 
Sectle. Not France urge the Benefits the Negro 

ments. Trade had wh of to them, nat only in 
raiſing, but in conſtantly preſerving their 
_— Colames? Would they not make it 
„ that a few Years ago, France was 
— 5 the N eceflity of taking Sugars from 
the Engliſb, but that ſo confiderably had 
been their Encreaſe of Commerce in this 
Article, by Means of their African Trad: 
that they now not only ſupply'd themſelves 
with that Commodity, but had ſupplanted 
the Engh/h in all foreign Markets in the 
Sugar and Indigo Trades; and that they 
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were ina fair Way to fupply Great- Brita | 
Itle 
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«elf with Suger, as it did at preſent with | 


ge? Could they not demonſtrate, in 
y. Conſequence hereof; how this Encreaſe of 


> the Sugar Colontes had encreas'd their Na- 
L | vigation thither from leſs than 100 Sail of 
e Shipping to above 800 Sail; whereby an 
Advantage accrued to France of little leſs 
than Three Millions Sterling per Annum, 
to the great Detriment of Britain, and the 
. great Encreaſe of their Wealth, and their 
\. naval and military Power ? 

Nor is this all that France eniight and 
would plead upon ſuch an Occafion : 
ſe They would alſo ſhew to what a Degree 
e {of Perfection, by the Labour of Negroes, 
they had brought their Tobacco Colonies on 
d the M:/z/ippr ; and that upon the very 
„Back of the Br:#1/h Colonies of Carolina, 
in Virginia, and Maryland, and down the 
ir River St. Lawrence to Cape Breton, as 
it likewiſe at Hiſpaniola. And would they 
as not urge the Reaſons of their Likelihood 
m of being equally ſucceſsful in theſe Plan- 
id tations as in their Sugar ones? In a word, 
would not France make it appear, as they 
ad long before prophecy'd ®, That the 

@vigation of that Kingdom wou'd owe all 


* Vide the famous Memorial drawn up in 1701, called, 
Memorial from the Deputics of the French Commerce, 
yo the Royal Council of France. | 
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its Encreaſe and Splendor to the Commerce of 


its Iſlands in America, and that it could not 


have been kept up and enlarged otherwiſe than 


by the Means of their Trade to Africa; thi, 
Trade having ſuch Relation to that of the 
French Iſlands in the Weſt-Indies, that the 


one could not Dave fubfifted without the 


other? 

Nor can we ſu 1 that France would 
forget to urge the Benefits they had re- 
ceived from the Gold Trade to Africa, the 
Vent of their Manufactures there, and the 
Advantages they had reaped, before the 
Peace of Utrecht, by ſupplying the Spaniſh 
Indies with Negroes. And could the other 
Party gainſay what was notorious to the 
whole World ? On the contrary, would 
they not chearfully give a Price for the 
French African Settlements, ſuitable to the 
national Benefits that would ariſe from their 
Purchaſe? 

Notwithſtanding the Value France might 


very juſtly ſet upon her African Settle | 


ments; yet in ſuch a reduced State, as 
ſuppos d, Advantage would certainly be 
taken of her Neceflity. Eut in the preſent 


fouriſhing State of France, could we but 


know what a Value the grand Monargut 
would put upon thoſe Settlements, it would 
not a little ſurprize us, that they ſhould 
elteem beir's at ſo high a Rate, = ſome 


Enghſis 
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Engliſhmen our's at ſo low a one, tho at 
preſent we have not leſs depending upon 
them than France have upon their's. But 
was any thing of a moderate Computation 
made of the Worth of the Britiſb Forts 
and Settlements, belonging to the Royal 


African Company, to this Nation's in her 


preſent State and Condition, it would a- 
mount to ſo very large a Sum, confider'd 
in a national Light, that I rather chuſe the 
Reader ſhould judge for himſelf, than to 
give my own Sentiments on the Occaſion. 
Again; Let us ſuppoſe alſo, that the 


91 : What Va- 
Court of Spain, upon a Peace with Great- Pat *: 


r W Britain, ſhould be diſpoſed to treat with 42 Forts 
us for Sale of the Britiſh Forts and Set- and Set. 


tlements 


6 
d  Zlements, belonging to our Company, in „ld be 
e order to enable them to ſupply the Spaniſh w Spain. 


Weſt-Indies with Blacks for the working 


| of their Mines in Peru and Mexico, what 


may we preſume they would give the 


t Company for them? ” 3 

- The King of Spain being a Party in- 

tereſted in the Profits of the late Aſſento, 

x © cannot be totally unacquainted with the 

nt Advantages to be made by having it in his 

u. Power to ſupply his own Dominions with 

Black Slaves, without being under the 

d Neceſſity, as this Crown always has been, 

d of contracting for that purpoſe with other 
: Nations. Were we to judge of this Mat- 

, | ter 
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ter from the Face of the Aſiento i8gelf the 
Profits ariſing to Spain could not be incon- 
ſiderable. The Importation of 4800 NM. 
groes per Annum, as ſtipulated by that Con- 
tract, into the Spanz/h Indies directly from 
their own Settlements in Africa, would 
fave this Kingdom above 1 50,000 J. Ster- 


ling per. Annum in that Article: And as 


Soon would then ſupply their own Sub- 
jets at what Rate they pleaſed, this would 
be no little Addition to their Gain—— 
Did they import no more upon this Ac. 


count than 2000 Slaves annually, and 


oain'd but 20 J. Sterling per Head, this 


would add 40,000 /. 85 terling per Annum 


more to their Advantage. 

But if to theſe we alſo add the Saving 
to the Crown of Spain of all Duties and 
Indultoes upon Merchandize imported into 


New Spain, by the annual South-Sea Ship ; 
which by the 4fiento were Duty-free, and 


likewiſe the Duties of all Merchandize im- 
ported into the Spaniſh Indies under the 
Cover of ſelling them Slaves, by private 
Traders, they will amount to a conſidera- 
ble Advantage more to that Crown. That 
a Computation upon this Head may appear 
extremely moderate, let the annual Ship 
be reckon'd at no greater Value than 
500,000 J. Sterling; and that the whole 
Duties and Indultoes on the Outſet and 


Returns 
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Refiirms of ſüch a Cargo, by way of Ola 
Shatn to New, and back again, were eſti- 
mated at the Rate of 20 J. per Cent. and 
that only on the 500,000/. this would 


make a further additional Saving to Spain 


of 100,000. Sterling per Annum, with- 
out reckoning any _ to the Account: of 
private Trade. 

But if we corilhdes; that when the 
Genoeſe, the French, and the Engliſh, have 
ſupplied Spain with Negroes, by an Aſiento, 
the Spuniſ' Indies were never ſo amply 
ſupplied as the Spaniards deſired, or as 
they would ſupply themſelves, was it in 
their Power. That they would do fo is 
not to be doubted, becauſe the more Ne- 
groes are' imported into the Spani/h\ Indies, 
the more are the Mines there wrought ; 
and conſequently the more Treaſure wonld 


be carry'd from thence into Oli, Spain. 


To what a Pitch this might ariſe is not 
ay: to ſay, but this we may ſay with 
Certainty, that in a Matter ſo eaſy and 
ptacticable, Spain would not be neglectful 


of her Intereſts. 


Beſides, was it in their Power to furniſſi 
themſelves with Negroes, there is no ſay- 
ing what Lengths they might go in all 
manner of Plantation Produce. However, 


if we value all theſe: accumulated Advan- 
s at no larger an Aumiity than $50; 00007 


Sterling, 
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Sterling; and that at twenty Years Pur- 
chaſe, ſuch African Settlements to Spain 
would be worth in Furchaſe-Money: Eight 
Millions, 8 terling. 

Since then it appears beyond Contra- 
diction, that African Forts and Settlements 
are really of ſuch immenſe Eſtimation to 

France, and would likewiſe be ſo to 

The Va- Spain, or any Nation whoſe Plantations 
lue Great ſtood in need of Negroes for their Sup. 
9 <p port and Preſervation; And ſince alſo 
fer on her nothing can be more certain and indiſpu- 
1 à table, than that the Advantages ariſeing to 
Sertle-. Great Britain from our African Eſtabliſt 
ments. ments, are, or may, eaſily be rendered, 
no way inferior to thoſe of France, can the 
Property of our African Company be look- 

ed upon in a mean and contemptible 
Light, and not worth ſupporting, or the 

Trade worth Encouragement? Will any 

body pretend to ſay, that a Company 

who enjoy ſuch valuable Poſſeſſions is a 
Bankrupt Company as ſome have inſinua. 

ted? It is true, they owe a large Sum of 
Money, which has been contracted by 

, Gbing more for the Service of their Coun- 

than in Prudence they ought to 

have done; and they are not in a Condi- 

tion at preſent to pay it : But they have 

| Forts and Settlements which have colt 


them * Sums of Money, and — 
ve 


2 
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have an undoubted Right ind P roperty in 


them, and by the Conſtitution of Eꝝg- 
and, they cannot "Tegally be taken from 
them without a full and valuable Conjide- 
ration ; and therefore fince they are of 
ſuch great Value to the Nation, and if 
the Publick ſhould be deſirous of taking 


them into their own Management, they 3 
_ refuſe to pay the Company to hs pany no 
utmoſt Penny of — they are worth ; or, Bankrupt 


if they ſhould be eſteemed of no Value 
to this Nation, nor worth the Keeping, 
then, ſurely the Company cannot be de- 
nied the Liberty of ſelling them to any 
other Nation for what they can' get for 
them: And in either Caſe the Com- 


| pany will have ſufficient to pay their 


Creditors to the utmoſt Farthing, be- 
ſides a very ample Eſtate left to them- 
ſaves.” ©. 

But.the Company” s whole Debts do not 


amount to above One hundred thouſand 


Pounds, and that bears but a ſmall Pro- 
portion to the Value of their Poſſeſſions; 
and therefore this Company have a very 


ſolid and ſubſtantial Foundation whereon 


to raiſe an advantagious Superſtructure of The Com- 


Commerce; advantagious to the Nation Fit 


y's 
ounda- 


in general, and conſiderably ſo likewiſe to ton for a 
the Adventurers, For theſe Ports mount for large Ja- 


the Security of the Trade, in all above Two 


* n 


Traf- 


„„ 
hundred and fifty Pieces of Cannon, and 
may do conſiderably more; contain great 
Quantities of Small Arms of every Kind; 
have Repoſitorigs to lodge above Three 
thouſand Negroes, large Warehouſes and 
Magazines for Merchandize, and ate bet. 
ter ſituated to carry on an extenſive In. 
land Trade for Negroes, Gold, Ivory, Wars, 
&c. than all the Settlements in Africa 
of all other European Nations put toge. 
ther; and that into the Kingdoms of 
Tabou, Adom, Kufero, Tufero, Warſau, 
Abrambos, Dankera, Aſhante, Fanteen, 
| Caftera, Arcania, Acoran, Akim, Quan- 
ho, Acra, Benin, Callebar, Fetue, Sabo 
og as, Axguin, Dawkera, G&c. &c 


Beſides, by Means of Fames's Fort and 
Nand in the River Gambia, the Compa- 
ny might eaſily unite the Inland Trade of 
this River with that of the Gold Coaſt to 
no little Advantage. They have alſo va- 
rious Factories for about Eight hundred 
Miles up the River, for the Purpoſes of 
a large Trade, when their Trading Capi- 


ral will admit of it; as vig. the Facto- 
ries of Geugia, Tancrowall, Joar, Yana: 
marew, Caſau, Bruco, Cuttelar, Sany, 
Wally, Yamyamacunda, Falleoda, Bara- 
cunda ; which laſt is within Two hun- 
dred Miles of the Gold Mines. So that 


(0 
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t carry on this Trade to its due Extent 


and Profit, and prevent the French from 
their Encroachment on the Gd and the 


Cum Coaſts, nothing is required but that 


the Company's Forts and Settlements be 
effectually maintained and ſupported by 


Parliament for that Purpofe ; which be- 


ing done, and that by Encouragement; 
adequate to what the French allow their 


African Company, we cannot fail of engroſ- 


ſing, as it were, the Bulk of the Negroe 
Trade into our own Hands; and in ſuch 
Caſe we may ſet what Bounds we pleaſe 
to the French Plantations in America. 
And what will not a little contribute to 


effectuate this, is the Allowance of 


Bounty to all ſeparate Traders of ſo mu 
fer head, upon all Negroes imported into 
the Britifh Colonies, with ſtrict Prohibi- 


| tion, by Law both to the Company and 


Private Traders not to fell a fingle Ne- 
groe to the French on the Pain of For-= 
feiture of Ship and Cargoe, &c: 

The Company's Forts and Settlements 
being duly ſupported in a defenſible Con- 
dition, the Proſperity of the Company, 


| of ſeparate African Traders, and of our 


Britrhh Planters in America, will be all 


rendered mutually ſubſervient to each 
other; and that at the Expence of nei- 


cher, but only at the Expence and De- 


Q2 triment 


Advanta. 


ges of re- 


ſtoringthis 


Company - 


to Britiſs 
Planters 
and ſepa- 
rate Træ- 
ders, 


61160 


uuiiment of our grand Rival and Enemy, 


By exclu- 
ding the 


French 
from the 
Britijp 
Coalt in 
Africa. 


the French: all Bickerings and Heart 
burnings between ſeparate, Traders, Plan. 
ters, and the Company will be, - at an 
End, and they unanimouſly conſpire. the 
the Ruin of the French Sugar and other 
Colonies, and the conſtant Proſperity of 
our OWN. 

That this - will 4 be the Caſe, 
will pp from the Kis Conſide. 
nee | | 
5 ets ſtrengthening the . of the 
Company they will be rendered capabl 
of reſtraining the French within the L. 
mits of their own Charter; whereby we 
ſhall retrieve the Trade of the Gold Coal, 
and drive them away from Anamabus 
from whence they have ſupplied their 
Colonies with Ten thouſand of the choi 
ceſt, moſt robuſt, and ableſt Negroes on 
all the Coaſt, to One thouſand that have 
been carried by all the ſeparate Briti] 
Traders to our own Plantations. We 
ſhall alſo be capable of rooting them ou 
of the Trade at Vhydab, which the 
have alſo uſurped ; = from whence 
likewiſe they have carried very conſidera- 
ble Numbers of Negroes no way inferiot 
to thoſe of Anamaboe ; and regain the] 


Trade of that part of che North Coal 


extend. 


rt. 
an. 


the 
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4 extending. about Four or Five hundred 
Miles from Cape Blanco to the North of 


the River Gambia; from which the 
French have within ha nine Years ab- 
ts excluded the 2 iſe. 5 


2 The Trade on the Coaſt of Afri- 
ca being thus reſtored, under the Power, 


and Authority of the Company, ſepa- 
rate Britiſ Traders would no longer Brit 
be under the Neceſſity of ſkulking in 73%" 


will have 
ſuch comparatively obſcure Holes and Cor- the choi- 
ners as; the Pight and Callibar for their 3 
Lading, - and contenting themſelves with ſelves 


leſs ſerviceable Negroes, while our Rivals 
engroſs the Bulk of the 6. 


3. By thus excluding the French from 
Trading within the limits of our Royal 
Company's CHARTER, there will of 
courſe be a greater Plenty of the choiceſt 
Negroes left for Britiſh Traders; and the 
Number of Purchaſers being leflened up- 
on the Coaſt, the Company and ſeparate 


Traders will purchaſe the be Negroes and the 
cheaper as the Demand is leſſened ; for execs 
as nothing has fo much contributed; tor 
* their Price to the great Height it will = 


t preſent is, as the, Encroachments of 
<A, French ; ſo nothing can, help more 
to its Abatement than extirpating them 

5 from 
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1 1 
from our parts of the Coaft, and redu- 
cing them within their own Boundaries, 
ſhould we not be able to go greater 
Lengths with them. 1 


4. What will till further contribute, 
and that I am _ to think effectually, to 
reduce the exorbitant Price of the N.. 
grobes, is the Promotion of a laſting Har- 
mony and good Underſtanding between 
the Company and ſeparate Britiſh Tra- 
ders; for, from the Excluſion of the 
French, the whole Trade will again 


The Inte. Tevert into their Hands; and if, by the 


reſt of the Conſent and Choice of ſeparate Traders, 
Comps- the Company became the fole Purchaſers 
ſeparate of Negroes upon the Coaſt, and the for- 
Traden mer purchaſed of them only, the Price 


mn. Would Phon be reduced to as low a De- 


gree as could be deſired. 


5. By ſuch an Agreement between the 
Company and private Traders, quick diſ- 
patch alſo would be given them ; they 
would obtain their Complement of Ne- 
groes in a Fortnight or three Weeks, 
which they now do not in three or four 
Months; and conſequently the great 
Charge of * 3 by 
Mortality of Negroes by too long Con- 


_ 


1 would humbly pr 


our American Plantations ; in | confidera- 
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ſinement on . would be pre- 


vented. 


6. That the Price of Negroes has been 


ſo greatly raiſed, and till continues to be 
kept up from an Encreaſe in the Number of 
Buyers, will be quite out of Diſpute from 


9 hene Fad. Before 1 0g - 


Trade was laid © pen, or the Frenc 


mitted to be Wes upon the T A. at 
Whydah, the Price of Negroes there was 


, En ſty Shillings and Three Pounds 
1 4, 6:11 Coft ; but upon the En- 
creaſe * Purchaſers, 1. the En- 


croachments of the French they ſoon 


advanced to T* wenty Pounds 4 Heal, 6 firſt 


| Coſt, 


But r not ſeparate ales find 


| their Advantage, by thus carrying on the 
Trade, by Means of the Company, they 
will of Courſe naturally return to their 


old Method of Traffick, after having 


found the ih 177 ineffectual. 


it might not prove ſo, 
l, that while ſuch 
an Agreement ſubſiſted between the Cam- 
pany and ſeparate Traders, the Com- 
pany ſhould not carry a ſingle Negros to 


However, 


tion, 
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tion, that all ſeparate Traders purchaſed 


Negroes of the Company ; for then the 
Company would by Conſent, be conſti- 


tuted, as it were Factors, to ſeparate 


Traders ; and if they did not raiſe their 
Commiſſion too high, the Trade would 


continue to be carried on through their 
hands; but if the Company grew exorbi- 


tant, ſeparate Traders would become their 
own Factors again, and the Trade re- 
turn to its old Courſe, Which would be 
Check ſufficient . che Company: And 
all this may be eaſily concerted between 
the Company, and ſeparate Traders with- 


out Application for Parliamentary . 


firifioms on either Side. 

That the Britiſh Planters alſo will find 
their Account, by this happy Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Company is not leſs certain. 
For the French being totally excluded 
from the Purchaſe of the beſt Negroes, 
they will be left for the. Britiſh Plane 
tions; and from Reduction of their Price 
in general, by the Meaſures propoſed, the 
Planters doubtleſs, will obtain them cheap 
in proportion. Thus will our Britiſb 
Colonies become cheaply and plentifully 
ſtocked with the choiceſt Negroes, the Cul- 
ture of more Land naturally take Place, 
more Plantation Commodities be produ- 
ced, 
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ced, and cheaper, by the Price of all ths 


Neceſſiries and Conveniencies of Life, for 


the Maintenance of both Blacks and 
Whites, abating in Proportion to the 
greater Plenty: And will not the Tritereft 
of Money fall, and the general Proſperity 
of all the Bri tiſh Plantations, naturally 


| follow ? Theſe Meaſures depriving France 


bf the Supply they at preſent have of the 


choiceſt Negroes from the Britiſh ' Coaſt 
of Africa, their Sugar Colonies will foon 
be reduced to the State of ſupplying 
themſelves only with Sugars, while our 
Britiſh Planters, by this and other ſuitable 
Encouragements, happily retrieve the loft 
Trade of ſupplying foreign Markets with 
that Commodity; and prevent the future 
Advances of France in her Trade and 
Navigation in America. 
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nap e 


That the Parliamentary Aid for the 
due Support of the Roy! ſri 
dan Company cannot be leſs than 
"ng 30, ooo. per Annum; and that 
to be ſecured to the Company, 
by 4 of Parliament, for th 
erm of Fourteen Years, out 

of the Sinking Fund. 


I—FFECAUSE the French allow thei 
D African Company above Fort 
Thouſand Pounds Sterling per Annum, to- 
gether with an Excluſrve Privilege ol 
Trade ; and therefore it is impoſſible for 
the Britiſh African Company to ſuppon 
any thing of a Competition with the 
French, without 30,0007. per Annum at 
leaſt ; eſpecially as they have no ſuch Ex- 
clufrve Privilege as the French Compan) 


have. 


I.—Becauſe the States-General of i 
United Provinces grant their African Con. 
pany to the Amount of 2 5,000 J. Sterling 
per Annum, together with an Exclufrv 

Privilege 
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Privilege of that Trade allo, tho' their 
Colontes in America, ſupported y Ney 870%, 
bear no Proportion to Fo N cat. 
Britain. 


Il1.—Becauſe the French have encroach- 


ed upon, and uſurped the beſt Part of the 


Britiſh Trade in Africa ; to the great 


Proſperity of their lonies and Injury of 


our's ; and it can never be in the Power 
of our African Company to retrieve our 
loſt Trade without ſupporting an equal 


| Degree of Influence and Authority in _ - 


rica, that the French do. 


IV.—Becauſe this Company being fo 
ſingularly circumſtanced as to be the he Guar- 


5 dns Ad Protectors of a free and open 
Trade, that no Adventurers will hazard their 


Money i in the Trade of the Company, with- 


out the Forts and Settlements are duly pro- 


vided for by Parliament for a Term of Tears 
certain, leſt their Money ſhould be applied 
to ſu pport what the Publick ought to do. 


V.—Becauſe, unleſs the Company are 
enabled fairly to beat the French in Point 
of Traffic in Africa, they can never be re- 
ſtrained from encroaching on the Britiſb 
Trade there, within the Limits of the 


9 s Charter ; and without the Forts 
R 2 | and 


oe * 
ne OR”. - 8 Fr F 0 — 
EC I INNER OTE 3k exo - = 
F . 2 
* 8 


granted them. 
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and Settlements are ſupported for a Term 


of Years certain, new Subſcribers will not 


raiſe a Trading Stock to carry on the Trade 
with Vigor; and without that, our de- 


ſtroying the French Trade to Africa upon 


the Britiſd Coaſt, will little avail, unlef 
the Company is enabled to etribrace what 


they loſe, or nothing will prevent the Ne- 


8 from Trading with the French: 80 
that a military Power without 4 Trading 


tended. 


VI. — Becauſe our African Company's 
Exclupove Privilege having been ſuſpended 
fo ſoon as twenty-five Years after it was 
granted, it was not poſſible for them, in 
10 ſhort a Period of Time, to reap any 
reaſonable Compenſation for ſinking aboye 
a Million of Money in Africa, in etecting 


of Fortifications for the firſt Eſtabliſhment, 
and conſtant Security of the Trade ; and, - 


therefore in point of national Juſtice and 
Equity, the Company have a teaſonable 
Claim upon the Publick for the certain Sup- 
port of their Fortreſſes for ſuch a feaſonable 
Term of Years, as may enable them to carry 
on the Trade, fo as to make themſelves 
ſome Amends, for, the Suſpenſion. of their 
Privilege, without an Equivalent being 


9 


- 


one, cannot poſſibly anſwer the End in- 
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 VII.—Becauſe from the Year 1712, to 
the Year 1730, the Company maintained 
their Forts and Settlements for the publick 
Benefit ; and never received one Penny of 
the Publick Money during that Eighteen 


Years ; tho for that Purpoſe they expend- 


ed above 280,000 J.; and which, together 
with the Loſs of their Privilege, annihila- 


ted their Trading Stock in the Publick 
| Service. ©? 7 "12027 100.F SEE THUG 


VIII —Becauſe from the Year 7730, to 
1743, they have expended above 100,000. 
more upon the Support of their Fortifica- 
tions than they have received of the Pub- 
lick Money; and for which the Company 
have been under the. Neceſſity of con- 
tracting Publick Debts, rather than ſuffer 
their Forts and Settlements to fall into the 
Hands 'of our greateſt Rival and Enemy, 
the French, 


IX.—Becauſe the Experience of f/teen 


Years has proved, that a Parliamentary 


Aid granted to the Company from Year 10 


Year, will not encourage. Adventurers to 
hazard their Money in the Company ; 
eſpecially as ſo poor and precarious an Aid 
on our Part, has encouraged the French 
Trade in Africa, ruin'd above half the 
85 Briti/h 


* 6126) 


Brin % Trade from Briſſol and Liverpole, 
* and not left London above one ſeventh Fant 


of what it had, 


X,—Pecauſe ſo "BY as the Parliament 
ſhall be pleaſed to. grant the Company an 
Aid of 30,000 J. per Annum for fourteen 
Years certain, ſuch a Conſtitutional Security 
for the Support of the Forts and Settlements 
will immediately induce Adventurers to en- 
able the Company to diſcharge their Debts, 
and to raiſe a Capital ſufficient to carry on 
the Trade with ſuch Vigor and Spirit as 
to revive the Commerce in general, and 

revent the French from Trading any where 
within the Limits of the n Charter. 
And laſtly; 


Becauſe the Sinking Fund is now ap- 
plied to the Current Service of the Year; 
and it being neceſfary that the Company 
ſhould have conſfant Support, it is humbly 

ſed, that a Part of that Fund cannot 
be applied for a Term of Years more to 
the general Intereſt of the Nation, than 
to the Support and Maintenance of the 
Britiſh Settlements in Africa. This Fund 
being conſtituted of the Surpluſſes of the 
Aggregate Fund, the Scuth-Sea Fund, and 
the General Fund; and theſe Funds ariſing 
originally from the Duties on Trade, it 


15 


DT 


* Ju ea RO = Oo A ,, 


Go 


pott of Trade has the moſt natural Right 


„ 
is alſo humbly preſumed, that the Sup- 


* 


to that Fund; and eſpecially a Branch 


that has been demonſtrated to be the moſt 


national of any belonging to the Kingdom 
of Great- Britain, | | 


Should the African Forts and Settlements 


be thus provided for by a Parliamentary 


Security, no Apprehenſions can be juſtly 
entertain'd, that any Part of the Public 
Money will be applied to the Payment of 
any of the Company's Creditors, and not 


to the Maintenance of their Forts and Set- 
tlements in Africa. For the Company 
have conſulted with ſeveral eminent Mer- 


chants, Planters, and Money d. Men, about 
Ways and Means for diſcharging the Com- 


pany's Debts, and reviving and improving 


- 


* 


the Trade in general, without applyirg 


any part of the Publick Money for ſuch 
Service; and therefore they agrecd upon a 


Scheme or Plan the laſt Year, which was 
not kept ſecret, till the Parliament ſhould 


be up, in order to enrich thetnſelv as but 


was ſubmitted in the moſt public Manner 
to the Conſideration of the Town ; which 
candid and upright Way of Proccedin g, en 
the Part of the Company, cannot fail of 
giving ample Satisfaction to eve:y Body, 
as to that Particular, 


* 


Vet 
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Vet this fair, honeſt, and . diſintereſted 
Conduct, on the Part of the Company, 

e Birth to ſome groundleſs Fears and 
99 Some affected to be under 
ſtrong Apprehenſions for want of being 
thoroughly acquainted with the Founda- 
tion of this Company, that it would open 
a Door for Steck- Jolbing, as if the raiſing 
a Trading-Stock of 2, or 300,000 /. by 
the Company, could affect a Credit of 50, 
or 60,000,000. . 

But it havin g been clearly de nonſtrated 
that the Foundation of this Company is 
truly ſolid and ſubſtantial; as ſolid and ſub- 
ſtantial as that of any Trading Company 
in this, or any other Nation whatever, all 
A pprehenſions of chimerical Stock-obbin 
from ſo ſmall a Capital, which one Branch 
of the Trade will eaſily admit of, and pay 
a very handſome Profit, muſt be quite out 
of the Queſtion ; for the laſting Intereſt of 
theſe Kingdoms is eſſentially and inſepara- | 
bly connected with that of this national 
Company ; as alſo the Intereſt, as we have 
ſeen, of all ſeparate Britiſh Ti raders, and 
Britiſh Planters, will flouriſh in the ſame 
Degree as that of the Company does. 
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